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With current restrictions on movement and social engagement it's important to let
as many residents as possible know what's happening and what the collective
efforts our community has made in the COVID 19 crisis. We've decided to go
ahead with this edition of Loggerheads Community News; instead of delivering to
2,300 homes in the parish, we will, for the frst time, be sending it out
electronically and ask that it is circulated as widely as possible please.
It will also be available on the Parish Council's website and Facebook page. We
recognise that this is not going to reach those who don't use technology so we're
committed to producing a paper copy when we can get back to some sort of
normality.
If you would like to receive future newsletters by electronically could you please
email to Karen Watkins at loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

'Angel Wings over the Ashley Heath'. Photograph courtesy of Phil Morgan

Thank you to the community
The impact of COVID 19 has been unprecedented. Every person in every
community has been touched in some way. We've not been able to do the things
we've always done, in particular engage with family and friends and, most
stressful of all, not able to respond as we normally would when family needs or
crises arise.
The crisis has brought out the best in people. All over the UK there has been
countless examples of selfess acts and overwhelming responses to simple
requests; whether you raised millions as a centenarian walking around your
garden [and topped the charts to boot!] or, like most, just quietly volunteered to
help others in some way.
The response in our Parish is no different, a local group of about 20 volunteers
was quickly set up to fetch and carry shopping and medicines. A volunteer who
asked for fabric to make scrubs was quickly overwhelmed with offers and,
rainbows have been appearing in windows all over the community.
On Thursday evenings there has also been lots of applause and noise in many
streets all giving the NHS a well deserved clap.
These are just a few examples we know about, but there are countless others,
hidden from view, where neighbours just kept an eye on someone or, quietly
helped with shopping or other jobs.
If you need help with shopping, collecting prescriptions or just a chat please call:
07523 – 512934 or email: loggerheadsbefrienders@gmail.com
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Residents of Birch Rise marking
VE day after the 2 min silence.

Mucklestone Church

The 8th May was a national bank holiday planned to mark the 75th anniversary of the surrender
of Nazi Germany, which ended the Second World War in Europe, or VE (Victory in Europe) day.
The Parish Council had made plans to hold an event at the Loggerheads Pub to bring the
community together. 'When the Battle’s O’er' would have been played at 3pm in the
Loggerheads Pub as our part in a collective act of national remembrance to the heroes of World
War II.
COVID 19 meant that we couldn't, as we had hoped, all come together to share and remember
the enormous sacrifces made by so many at home and abroad; neither could we join in to
joyously celebrate, as people did 75 years ago, the arrival of peace in Europe. The sunny
weather would have made it a day to remember!
While there was no community celebration many residents took it on themselves to organise
events in the streets where they live to remember and pay tribute in their own way.

A Cry for Peace Around the World
Oyez Oyez Oyez
Citizens, one and all,
Please join this cry for peace, that you now hear from me.
Remember men & women, old & young, who died to make us free.
The women left at home did not just sit and wait.
They toiled in harsh conditions before dawn to very late.
Factories, farms, other essential jobs, the women were quick at learning.
They worked, some died, to keep the home fres burning.
As we remember this special day, do not forget that every day someone needs your aid,
Do not put away your poppies, letting your memories fade.
Celebrate with the knowledge that VE Day is also a time to remember,
Beyond the solemn wreaths of the 11th of November.
Let's thank all those who have gone before, with their colours proudly unfurled.
Join us as united we say, "Peace to the world"
God Save The Queen

THE PARISH COUNCIL GOES VIRTUAL
Prior to COVID 19 most people had not heard of ZOOM – now practically
everyone has – and used it! No more so than Loggerheads Parish Council who,
while the country is locked down, still has a community to serve.
In case you've not heard of ZOOM [it's not the ice lolly] it's creates a virtual
meeting via cameras and microphones in your computer, where all the
participants can see and hear what everyone is saying in real time.
Not only has Loggerheads Parish Council has risen to the challenge of COVID 19,
they've taken opportunity to ditch the Vicar of Dibley image that parish councils
have been saddled with since the TV series of the 1990's. All Parish Councils could
well have a Frank Pickle and a David Horton character, who looking back would
probably welcome use of technology, but it's anybody's guess what Owen Newitt
and Jim Trott would have made of the new way of working; ”no, no no, yes,
yes...” would seem to be one of the responses.
It's against this background, and with some trepidation, that the Clerk set up a
Parish Council meeting by ZOOM. This is not a frst, if a Zumba session from her
kitchen can be shared with 28 others, why can’t the Parish Council hold a meeting
for 19 Councillors?
A trial session worked pretty well, but you do get a few teething problems;
microphones needed turning on, sound needed turning up, backgrounds needed
adjustment, no bright windows behind you, nothing to distract others.
The trial showed that you need to agree ground rules for the meeting. The main
issue that you have to overcome: just how else do you manage 20 people all
potentially talking at the same time on a 12 inch screen? Simple: the councillor
who wishes to speak raises a hand, says their piece while all the others are muted.
For those who watched the frst virtual Parliament Question Time you will have
witnessed what can go wrong with cries of “you need to mute my right
honourable colleague…now”!
Well, it worked, the Parish Council met, proved to fans of The Vicar of Dibley that
decisions can be made using modern technology, and we will be 'ZOOMING'
again until we can return to business as usual.

Our school doors sadly closed for the vast majority of children on Friday
20thMarch, but we reopened 3 days later to support the families of key workers.
In our case, this includes parents who work in the NHS, social care (social
workers), fre services and the police force.
Whilst at home, all children receive year group specifc home learning tasks and
activities each week from their class teachers. This is either through the online
learning platforms of Tapestry (for our Early Years children) Education City, Purple
Mash and more recently BBC Bitesize - or via their year group email.
We are keeping in touch as much as we can with our families, through email, our
school Facebook page, or having telephone conversations to provide feedback.
We give help or support if and where it's needed. We also really enjoy receiving
updates from our families and fnding out what the children have been up to.
When it is safe and the right time to do so, we very much look forward to all being
together again but, in the meantime, we want to make sure that everyone has the
opportunity to continue to learn healthily and happily at home.

Football feld at the Burntwood

Here is a picture of the football feld at the Burntwood from an angle you may not
have seen before. Photograph courtesy of Dr Paul O’Neill of Wrekin Geo Drone
Services, who lives in Loggerheads and took this with a drone during lockdown.
The Parish Council is pleased to announce that the Planning application to
improve facilities for Loggerheads Football Club at the football pitch has been
permitted. The permission is for a Portakabin to be sited at the back of the small
gravelled area adjacent to the football feld which will have changing facilities with
showers and toilets. The plan is to have power and water which will be fed down
the side of the track. Volunteers at the Club spent Easter weekend improving the
pitch drainage and are now starting fund raising to be able to fnd the £20,000
that this project needs.
COVID 19 has really scuppered the plans to kick start the local football club.
Grants that the Club had successfully applied for and expected to be available are
now on hold for 12 to 18 months or, are being directed at keeping existing
facilities solvent in this diffcult economic time.
This is a real blow to the football club who are doing their best to get up and
running. If you run a local business and would be prepared to sponsor or
contribute towards the project to provide basic facilities for sport in the
Burntwood, please call Kevin Jones, the Club Manager on 07493 435053.

There must be something in the air.
Village communities like ours can consider themselves fortunate to have a resident
centenarian. We are more fortunate than most – we've got two!

All our good wishes to Olive Beech of Ashley
who celebrated her 101st birthday last month.

The junior partner in this distinguished
group is Fred Holding of Red Bull who
recently celebrated his 100th birthday.
All our good wishes to Fred as well.

Garden Bonfres
There has been concerns expressed, certainly on the Next Door site about garden

bonfres. The current lockdown has meant a lot of people have been tidying up
their gardens and have generated a lot of waste. The changes in collection dates
for Brown Bin Service by Newcastle under Lyme BC hasn't helped, and a number
of people have resorted to having garden bonfres.
The council has a pragmatic approach in that you can have the occasional bonfre
but please do it with your neighbours in mind. Liaise with neighbours – even those
at distance if necessary - and have your fre in such a way to minimise impact.
Experience shows that the following guidelines for garden bonfres may reduce
the likelihood of complaints.
• only burn dry material
• never burn household rubbish, rubber tyres or anything containing plastic,

foam or paint

• never use old engine oil, methylated spirits or petrol to light a bonfre
• don't light a fre in unsuitable weather conditions - smoke hangs in the air

on damp, still days and in the evening. If it is windy, smoke may be blown
into neighbours gardens and across roads
• don't burn at weekends or on bank holidays when people want to enjoy

their gardens

• never leave a fre unattended or leave it to smoulder - douse it with water if

necessary

• as a general guideline, don’t light your bonfre any later than one hour

before dusk and far better do it in the morning or early afternoon

• you need to think carefully about where in your garden you are going to

site your bonfre.

Is there a time of day when bonfres aren’t allowed?
There is no restriction on the time of day when bonfres can be lit as there is no
bylaw in Newcastle-under-Lyme. We recommend that people choose a time that
will affect their neighbours the least. Please avoid early evenings since the drop in
temperature keeps the smoke from dispersing properly. For further information
please click the environment tab on the council website: https://www.newcastlestaffs.gov.uk or you can telephone 01782 - 717717 Monday to Friday between
8.30am and 5pm.

Planning Application at Eccleshall Road
In April 2018 Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council granted planning permission for 55
houses on land that they owned on Eccleshall Road. The site is next to the Burntwood.
The Burntwood i s Ancient Woodland and has within it, 3 Sites of Special Scientifc Interest.
Sites like these demand a high level of protection from development. One of the key elements and this is repeated in Government Guidance - is a buffer zone of 15m between the new
houses and the wood. This doesn't mean the distance to buildings but includes gardens as well.
Despite objections from the Parish Council, the Woodland Trust and Natural England – have
requested that 'special conditions' be attached - the application was permitted with a buffer
zone of 5m.
Recently the application for Reserved Matters, which sets out the detail for residential
development, was submitted to the Planning Dept. The application is now for 44 bungalows,
which is a good idea, in an area where a higher number than the national average are over 60.
However, the developer has continued with the proposal of keeping a 5m buffer, which has
again raised further objections from the Parish Council and Woodland Trust.
Natural England is clear: "for ancient woodlands, you should have a buffer zone of at least 15m
to avoid root damage. Where assessment shows other impacts are likely to extend beyond this
distance, you’re likely to need a larger buffer zone. For example, the effect of air pollution that
results in a signifcant increase in traffc". This is the link to the Government website.
www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences#use-of-buffer-zones

The Woodland Trust goes further:"ancient woodland is an irreplaceable habitat; once lost it
cannot be recreated. We consider that any development that adversely impacts on ancient
woodland is inappropriate, and all possible steps should be taken to avoid such impact”.In
summary, the Woodland Trust objects to this proposal due to damage and loss of ancient
woodland. The adverse impacts that the proposed development would have on this habitat
places this application in direct contravention of national planning policy; as such we consider
that this application should not be approved.
The Trust considers that a development of this size and layout should allow for a buffer zone of
at least 30m from the ancient woodland, in order to avoid root damage and mitigate the
effects of pollution from the development. The buffer should be planted before construction
commences on site, and a fence put in place during construction to ensure that the buffer area
does not suffer from encroachment of construction vehicles and stockpiles of materials etc.
The Parish Council supports the need for a buffer of 30m and encourages residents to join
those who have already objected and email or write to the Borough Council objecting to the
proposed 5m buffer and demanding that the views of the experts, the Woodland Trust and
Natural England, be taken into consideration and a buffer of 30m be agreed.
Email planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk quoting Application No. 20/00158/REM
or, write to Development Management Service, Directorate of Regeneration and Development,
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, Castle House, Barracks Road, Newcastle ST5 1BL

Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station,
Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE
www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk
You can now follow us on facebook: Loggerheads Parish Council

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm at Loggerheads Fire Station (unless
otherwise stated) on third Monday of the month.
Your County Councillor: Paul Northcott Mob: 07900 600009
County matters - email paul.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk
Borough matters - email: paul.northcott@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

