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Memorial garden for Loggerheads

Loggerheads, unlike some other villages in the Parish, has neither a focal point nor area
set aside to remember those who died in the service of their country. There is a memorial
plaque at the Hugo Meynell School, but unlike other memorials in the churches in the
parish, it's not in a public place where you can freely visit when you want to.
The Parish Council [PC] has been thinking for some time about having a memorial area
for the village; their thoughts have aligned with those from the Befrienders, who have
had similar ideas. Both are keen to have a memorial area in the centre of the village, not
only to remember those who died in the service of their country, but to widen the scope,
to include those who served their community in other ways. The first will be Tony
McCullagh, who died earlier this year. Tony served on the PC for a number of years and
was involved in the setting up of the community information shop.
A memorial corner has been started. It began with a large basket
that was first used as a fire beacon that was lit on 11 Nov 2018 to
mark the 100 year anniversary since the end of WW1. Early in
2019 the beacon was moved from Whitehouse Farm to the
village centre when, for the last 2 years it's been filled with
seasonal flowers. There is a small plaque on the beacon that
commemorates the event.
The plan is to redesign the area; the old BT red telephone box
will be removed in the coming months, memorial plaques will be
erected and a tree planted with the intention to light it up at
Xmas. Our thanks to Loggerheads & District Befrienders for
providing the tree.
The soldier silhouette erected and seen in local villages for the
commemoration of WW1 has returned to Loggerheads. This is
now one of five memorials bought by the PC, one for each main village, St John's Church
in Ashley, St. Mary's, Mucklestone, St Mary's, Hales and near the village hall in Knighton.

Memorial names
Listed alongside our local people will be the names of two Belgian airmen: Andre Ninane
and Olav Mayne. The pair escaped Nazi-Occupied Belgium to join the RAF, but tragically
died on a training exercise on Saturday 24th November 1944 when, in the early hours of
the morning, their Mosquito Fighter Bomber Mk V1 crashed in the Burntwood.
Thanks to Andy Gough who did the research during lock-down.

Thank you to the Helpers
At the start of the Covid pandemic we put the call out for volunteers to sign up to shop,
collect prescriptions and help those people who couldn’t go out or were shielding. Pretty
quickly 24 people signed up and 19 of them were given tasks.
The gratifying outcome is that good work continues; 11 have become regular helpers
and some have kept in touch with the people they have helped and continue to help. We
received 78 requests from 28 people.
A big thank you to all of the volunteers, particular thanks to Una Appleton for manning
the contact phone and to Jane Newton for co-ordinating the volunteers with the
requests for help.
Continued Suspension of Loggerheads Voluntary Car Scheme
Loggerheads Voluntary Car Scheme [LVCS] is suspended due to COVID 19. Councillor
Bob Dickson reported, that prior to lockdown in late March, the Scheme, up to that
point, saw a 24% increase in bookings when compared to the same period the year
before.
LVCS has to follow official guidance on precautions needed to operate safely when
carrying passengers. The committee recently considered the latest advice from Public
Health England about the steps needed to operate safely during the COVID-19
pandemic. In summary, cars need to have removable coverings for seats, PPE is required
for both legs of the journey and only 1 passenger is allowed per car. In addition, each
vehicle would have to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after every journey. In
addition, some of the volunteer drivers are over 70 years of age which also imposes extra
protection measures.
The most restrictive however, is that many of our passengers require assistance – in many
cases it's no more than a steadying arm – but all personal contact is banned. For this
and other reasons the car scheme remains suspended.
We recognise that the scheme serves an important community need and one where
demand is growing, but we have to follow official guidance. We will let you know as soon
as soon as we can when restrictions are lifted and we can operate safely.
If you have queries please contact Una on 07523 512934.

Tony McCulagh
Many locals will have been saddened to hear of the
recent loss of Tony McCullagh who died in hospital
in June.
He and his wife Ann have lived in
Loggerheads for 23 years and both have made a
major contribution to community life in our Parish.
A native Irishman, Tony had held senior positions in
the Department of Health and Social Security and
was a skilled administrator and organiser. He joined
Loggerheads Community Information Shop in its
very early days, and was inveigled to help by his
near neighbour Eric Pemberton, a retired teacher,
who spotted Tony as a great problem-solver.
Tony’s interests locally extended well beyond the Information Shop. He was involved in

the Turner-Hodgkiss Nature Reserve, Knighton Village Hall, and the Befrienders. He was
very involved in the original aborted attempt to provide better facilities at the Burntwood
sports field for the Football Club and would have been thrilled at its current
reincarnation.

He was elected to Loggerheads Parish Council in April 2010 and this came about as the
result of a major local controversy over the provision of play areas in the Parish. An
overwhelming majority brought him the opportunity to get even more involved in Parish
affairs and under his guidance the Community News was launched as a free newsletter to
all inhabitants. He planned the distribution of some 2400 copies to each address in the
Parish and collected and collated the news from contributors.
At the Information Shop he was regularly on duty helping to provide contacts for visitors
and locals alike with local organisations and providers, groups, Police and Borough and
Local Councillors. He was also one of the volunteers who provided computer training for
residents.
Outside his Parish interests he and Ann were dog-lovers, keen narrow boaters and they
regularly got busy with scraper and paintbrush at their mooring on the Trent & Mersey
canal. He was a keen reader and discerning judge of red wine, a cheese lover and very
generous host. His knowledge and sagacity were much sought after and he will be
remembered for all these qualities as well as for his community work.
Tony will be commemorated in Loggerheads village centre with a plaque to be located
at the memorial area in due course. We send our sincere condolences to Ann and their
son Paul who lives in Washington State, USA.
Jim Vallings

Keep Britain Tidy September Clean Up.
It's already thanks to Bloomin Ashley and Loggerheads Pickers & Planters who,
along with other volunteers, pick litter when they're out and about the village,
helping to keep the place tidy. Our two schools, Covid-19 permitting, will be
joining as part of The September Clean Up, and will be out litter picking on a
Friday in the month. We're encouraging residents to join in.

Be part of the Pick. The Great British September Clean 11 - 27 Sept. 2020.
We are pleased to launch the Great British September Clean, after the Great
British Spring Clean was cancelled due to Covid-19. Now we're calling on you our #LitterHeroes - to be part of the pick and do your bit to care for the
environment on your doorstep.
So join us, as we stand together and declare that litter – which degrades the
beauty of our environment and threatens to harm wildlife – is not acceptable.
There's two ways you can get involved and show support for our Great British
September Clean:
•

Organise a private group clean-up with up to five family & friends.
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/user/register

•

Pledge to do your own individual clean-up, you can give as little as 15
minutes to the campaign.
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/greatbritish-spring-clean/pledge-to-pick

Play Areas Open
Our play areas in Loggerheads, Ashley, Knighton and Almington are open but
parents need to continue to take sensible steps to protect their children. This is
the latest advice from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council.

For your own safety and the safety of your children, please consider the following:
• All equipment is used at your own risk
• Make sure that you clean the equipment you use before allowing your
children to use it, particularly where there are clear touch points such as
swings, see saws, machine handles or exercise bars.
• Use your own hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean children’s hands.
• Remember to wash your hands more often than usual, for 20 seconds, using
soap and water or an approved gel and foam sanitiser, particularly at the
beginning and end of play.
• Remember social distancing measures at all times.
• Advise children not to touch their faces, and to cough or sneeze into a tissue
or sleeve when a tissue is not available.
• Do not allow children not to put their mouths on equipment or their hands in
their mouths.
• No food or drink to be consumed in the play or exercise area.
• Use bins provided or take your rubbish home.
• Face coverings to be worn at own your own discretion.

Food Waste Collection Restarts
Good news! After weeks of using our household rubbish bins for food waste the
weekly food waste collections are back. You can start recycling your food waste as
you did before. Please leave your caddy outside on your usual collection day.
Missed Bin Collections
If you want to find out more about the waste/recycling services that Newcastle
operate, in particular, reporting a missed collection, please use this link:
https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/recycling-and-waste/missed-collections

Before reporting a missed collection of recycling or food waste, garden waste or
non-recyclable household rubbish you first need to do a couple of things please.
Sometimes the Borough will know if your collection didn’t take place, say through
vehicle breakdown, access problems, roadworks or some other operational issue
that prevented your collection. Plans will already be in place to return as soon as
possible.
•

First, check your collection date with the collection date finder on the link
below, you'll need to put in your street name and post code.

https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/recycling-and-waste/collection-date-finder
•

Second, before completing the online form, please click the link above: to
check if we already know that your property didn't get a collection. If your
street is listed there's no need to complete the 'missed collection' form.

In the event of a missed collection that we don't know about, this is the timetable

to take action.
Scheduled Best day to Final reporting Day by which we will
collection day
report
day
return before 6pm
Friday

Friday

Monday

Wednesday

Planning Application Eccleshall Road
Application 20/00158/REM
This report sets out how a reduced buffer zone 5m instead of 15m - for proposed new builds near
the Burntwood, has led residents, the Parish
Council and Natural England to object and refer
the matter to the Secretary of State.
Summary
Where the advice given by a statutory consultee has not been followed, the law requires the
planning authority to explain; their rationale for granting permission, the terms on which it is
proposed to grant it, and how, if at all, it has taken account of advice. Newcastle under Lyme
planning authority has been asked to both notify and explain to Natural England [a statutory
consultee] their decision to grant the above application.
How did we get here?
Readers may recall that a planning application (reference 20/00158/REM) for 55 new houses on
Eccleshall Road was permitted in 2018. At the time there were objections to the distance
between the proposed houses and the Burntwood, but it was permitted with a 5m buffer zone.
The site is surrounded on 3 sides by the Burntwood, which is an 'ancient woodland' and a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). This designation means that additional planning restrictions
apply, in particular, how close a new development can be built to the existing wood.
In early 2020, a developer submitted a new application for 44 bungalows for the site with the
same intention to build close to the woods and keep the 5m buffer zone. The Parish Council is
concerned the proposed buffer zone between the development and Burnt Wood is far smaller
than the Woodland Trust standard of 30m – but has welcomed the plans for bungalows.
Borough Councillor Role
The Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Planning Committee met on 18 th August 2020 to
consider the new application. Borough Councillor Paul Northcott, who represents the
Loggerheads ward, voted against the latest application. Councillor Northcott said:"I believe the previous recommendation for the 5m buffer zone was a recommendation –
it wasn’t set out as a specific prescriptive measure. In light of different evidence or
reports coming forward this is something the committee could change now in light of
concerns and identification of special circumstances – particularly the area of SSSIs?
I think there is expectation from the community that this is something within the Planning
Committee’s powers to do if we’re privy to new information since the outline planning
permission was granted. I feel this is something important to the local area – once it’s
gone it’s gone. I would have liked to have seen the buffer zone extended to at least
15m. There is no doubt there is demand for bungalows in Loggerheads. This will go some
way to satisfy the local need for those who are able to step down from larger properties.”

Buffer zone already agreed?
The Committee was told by the Planning Officer that the 'buffer zone' had been settled with the
previous application; changing its size at this stage would go against the terms of the already
agreed consent and the new application was permitted.
Expert Objection
A local resident, an arboriculturist, has objected to the 5m buffer, and provided expert evidence
to challenge the original decision.
The challenge is based on what the Planning Officer told the Committee that Natural England
'supported the application'. This was not the case. Natural England had commented and said on
9th April that there was 'no objection' but added the very important rider that the 5-metre buffer
zone is contrary to their advised separation distance of 15 metres.
Natural England would therefore object!
Role of Natural England
Natural England is a statutory consultee in land use planning for developments close to 'ancient
woodland' and SSSI sites. Local planning authorities are legally required to consult before
reaching a decision. Advice from such bodies is called 'standing advice' and, as such, is a
‘material planning consideration’, and means it should be taken into account when making
decisions on planning applications.
The objection from Natural England carries weight. The Borough Council is now required, under
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, to notify Natural England of:•

the permission,

•

the terms on which it is proposed to grant it, and

•

how, if at all, the authority has taken account of Natural England’s advice?

There must be a further period of 21 days before the operation can commence.
The decision has been also been referred to the Secretary of State to determine its lawfulness.

Update on Dog Control Orders.
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council want your views.
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council [NuLBC] is proposing to renew its current Dog Control
Orders. It's done by extending a Public Spaces Protection Order, [PSPO] to tackle, among other
things, dog fouling and dog behaviour.
NuLBC are currently not planning to make any changes and will extend the existing controls for
a further 3 years. NuLBC would like to know what you think and are inviting you to have your say
via this link.
https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/environment/dog-wardens/dog-control-orders

Please let NuLBC have your comments by 16 September 2020.

Road Safety in Loggerheads
The Parish Council is mindful of local frustration with what is seen as a lack of action to
tackle an increase in speed on our main routes through the village. This comes after 3
months of significantly reduced traffic when the pandemic restrictions were at their
strictest.
We now have 5 Speed Indication Devices covering all the main routes into the village.
There are two on Eccleshall Road, in Hookgate, with the other by Hugo Meynell Primary
School. The one on Mucklestone Road is near Price Close. The remaining two are both
on the A53; one halfway along Newcastle Road close to A & K motors and the other,
near the Telephone Exchange at crossroads. The new signs are solar powered and flash
your speed as you approach to remind you to 'Slow Down' if you are travelling at more
than 30mph.
Our local Speed Watch volunteers are active in Mucklestone, Knighton and Loggerheads
and are always looking for new volunteers. A total of 150 hours of speed watching was
done last year by the group covering 10 different sites in the Parish. Over 30 drivers were
recorded in an hour driving over 36 mph on A53 in Loggerheads and 24 drivers on
B5026 through Knighton.
We have recorded speeds of over 90mph by motorcycles on the A53 and a really scary
and unbelievable speed of 76mph on the A53 opposite Tern Grove in Loggerheads, and
that was during the day! The busiest road is the A53 but the quieter residential roads
witness a higher proportion of speeding drivers. Mucklestone Wood Lane in
Loggerheads is one of the worst, followed by Knighton and Eccleshall Road.
The Police Road Safety Enforcement Camera van is from time to time, stationed at
Hookgate at a newly designated site and on the A53 near the Loggerheads pub. Our
local officers also have done some speed sessions near the school over the Summer.
BUT it doesn’t matter how many signs we erect, how much speed watch activity we do,
or how many times the Camera Van comes to Loggerheads, the big issue is that drivers
persist in driving above the speed limit. And most of those drivers are local residents.
Of the drivers exceeding the speed limit, 30%, that’s nearly a third of them, have a TF9
post-code… so they live in the parish! A further 45% are from within 20 miles of
Loggerheads and only the final 25% come from farther afield. So, if all those residents
who drive at over 30 mph in their own neighbourhood were to reduce their speed, we
could make a significant difference to road safety.
PLEASE DRIVE TO THE SPEED LIMIT.
If you would like to help to make a difference, join the local Speed Watch Group by
contacting the Clerk. Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

Burntwood Update
The good news for August is that the Parish Council has been granted a loan to provide
changing facilities with toilets at the football field on the Burntwood. This will involve the
purchase and fitting out two containers, with power and water. The welcome development has
been long-awaited, and goes back to the 1970’s when the Burntwood Recreational Association
was set up, following closure of the sanatorium when the land was handed to Newcastle-under
-Lyme Borough Council.
The football field and surrounds has been leased by the Parish Council and used by
Loggerheads Football Club since then. The Football Club are involved in the project and are
delighted that at long last they will have the facilities required by the FA to play in the league
that they are good enough to be in. Over the coming weeks you may notice work, Western
Power will be digging up the road to the field, Severn Trent will be connecting water, a few tree
branches will be pruned and brash cut back to make way for the containers.
When it is all complete and Covid restrictions have been lifted, we will mark the occasion of the
opening and invite residents to come along and admire the result of this long-planned project.

Tadgedale Fairy Forest
The residents at the Brookfield end of Tadgedale Brook have continued to improve the
pathway by the stream and if you go along and take the children or grandchildren be
ready for a lovely fairy surprise, particular thanks to Fiona Rolfe for adding the little extra
to make it an enchanting place.
A plea to homeowners along the brook to keep their gardens and adjacent areas tidy so
that the whole space is a pleasure for walkers.

One of the encouraging aspects of the forest is that children have painted and left their
own make-believe figures. All done secretly you understand - just to add to the mystery.
Halloween will be the next opportunity to add to the cast of characters. Please email
Fiona on: fiona-rolfe@hotmail.co.uk with your thoughts and ideas.

Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station,
Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE
www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk
ZOOM Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm on third Monday of the month.
Ashley Ward:
Cllr Bob Dickson
Cllr Sue Fox
Cllr Bunty Hodgkins
Cllr Michael Lee
Cllr Dave Swan

Loggerheads Ward:
Cllr Donald Butterworth
Cllr Peter Chamberlain
Cllr Dave Coulson
Cllr Leah-Marie Gibson
Cllr Pat Henshaw
Cllr Ed Martin
Cllr Ray Salmons
Cllr Andy Swetman

Mucklestone Ward:
Cllr Jamie Friend
Cllr Graham Sedgley
Cllr Jim Vallings
Tyrley Ward:
Cllr Roy Claydon
Cllr Harry Roberts
Vacancy

Your County Councillor: Paul Northcott Mob: 07900 600009
County matters - email paul.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk
Borough matters – email paul.northcott@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

You can now follow us on facebook:
Loggerheads Parish Council

