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Snowy Burntwood - thanks to Andy Swetman for the photo.

Community Road Safety
The Parish Council has invested in another
Speed Indication Device for the A53, this one
just before the junction of Mucklestone Wood
Lane and Gravelly Hill. . All the main routes
into Loggerheads, A53, Eccleshall Road and
Mucklestone Road are covered. We know it
doesn't stop everyone driving above the
speed limit of 30mph but we know that it does
help to reduce speed on our roads. When the
weather improves we will put our mobile
indicator in Mucklestone. We know from
feedback that residents would like to
see cameras that can capture the registration number of the vehicle but at this
time these have not been approved in this area. Speed watch has been
suspended again during the second lockdown but we hope they will be back in
the spring. Please remember that if you drive to the speed limit, drivers behind
you will have to, making our roads safer for drivers and pedestrians.

Major improvements to the changing
facilities on the Burntwood
We made a big step towards having proper
changing facilities at the Burntwood
football field. The Portakabins were
delivered a few weeks ago. There is a
short delay for electric to be supplied
during Covid restrictions, however, this
should be sorted by the end of February
when the cabins will be all wired up and
plumbed in.
By the time Loggerheads Football Club are allowed to train and play again, they'll have
changing rooms, toilets and showers for home and away teams and match officials, all
ready to be used. It bodes well for the future of the club whose progress isn't now
shackled to certain leagues by the absence of changing decent facilities.
Our thanks to all those who worked hard to make this possible.
Welcome to our new vicar for the benefce
We are pleased to welcome the Reverend
David Isiorho, to be the new vicar of the
benefice of Ashley, Broughton, Croxton and
Mucklestone. David is coming to Ashley,
from three coastal parishes in Cornwall so he
is no stranger to rural ministry.
He trained for ministry at Westcott House
Cambridge and completed his curacy at St
Mary’s Abbey Nuneaton. He is 62, was born
in Windsor, studied at Liverpool for his first
degree, and worked as a Social Worker in
London before ordination. He continued to
study part-time and complete a Master’s
degree at Warwick University and a
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Doctorate at Bradford. He likes classical music and says he can play the Mozart piano
sonatas 'to a fashion'. He is married to Mother Linda, also a priest, but as he says, they
do not work together as they want to stay married!
When they are not working, they can be found in front of the fire enjoying a glass of wine
and animated conversation, in the company of their pet cat - Mr Mickey Mango Socrates.

Letter from an old oak tree in the Burntwood
Hello little human. It is nice to meet you. You’ve probably walked past hundreds of times and
never noticed me, perhaps your dog has lifted its leg a time or two on me. I really don’t mind
that! I’ve been here from about 1751 - a long time! I know I don’t look like ‘much’, but I’ve been
through it a bit! In those days, this wood was, at times, a very busy place. Every 15 to 20 years
we would be coppiced or chopped down to the ground and our wood used for construction or
most likely, semi-burnt to create charcoal (hence the place being called Burntwood).
Now, here is the secret; being chopped to the ground would never be the end for us oaks and
we would spring up into new trees. If you look at the woodland edge you can see a raised ridge.
Many years ago, this would have been a bank and ditch with a hedge put up by your forbearers
to stop chomping cattle eating our tender new roots.
I was here 25 years before the American Declaration of Independence. I may have supplied
wood to build Nelson’s ships for Trafalgar in 1805. The charcoal from my wood may have
created gunpowder for the Royal Navy’s guns in 1805, preventing the invasion of this country.
If I had your marvellous feet, I would uproot and run as far as possible but I can’t. I am stuck and
need protection. I’m told that Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council has sold the field to
developers who are going to build bungalows. They don’t appear to be concerned about me,
my age, historical and environmental importance.
Now the developers want to dig a huge pit right next to me and hack away at my branches to try
to put right the excess flood water it will create by building the housing estate. The developers
have not considered who and what I am.
I am just a tree, I can’t speak. I need you to insist that I, and my diverse tree friends surrounding
the field, are protected by a Tree Protection Order (TPO) from damage by the developers and
the Borough Council. Both have ignored the needs of the ancient woodland of Burntwood.
Although it is late in the day, a TPO is the only way left to stop us being savaged which will
befall all trees surrounding the site if the Borough Council allows the conditions of the planning
permission and the developers are allowed free reign to chop and hack at us. Someone has put
in a demand that the trees, including me, surrounding the field are immediately protected by a a
TPO to prevent us from being damaged by the developer.
You can play your part and help protect me. Please send two emails to the Borough Council.
•

To support this application for a TPO: email to landscape@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
Quote: Trees in Burntwood on boundary of development of 44 bungalows, Land Off
Eccleshall Road, Loggerheads.

•

To object to the developers plan for the trees email to planning applications@newcastlestaffs.gov.uk Quote reference: 20/00158/CN09 Application for approval of Arboriculture
Method Statement as required by condition 9 of planning permission 20/00158/REM Reserved Matters application for residential development of 44 bungalows, Land Off
Eccleshall Road, Loggerheads.

Yours faithfully,
Old oak tree in the Burntwood

COVID 19 vaccinations
This is an update on both the national picture and to tell you what's happening at Ashley
Surgery with COVID 19 vaccinations.
You'll have no doubt heard about the long-term national programme to vaccinate the
majority of UK citizens. The COVID-19 vaccine is free of charge on the NHS. You cannot
choose which vaccine you have. You will need to have 2 doses of the vaccine and be
able to attend 2 appointments.
This is an extract and link from Public Health England's priority/risk group vaccine list:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-care-home-andhealthcare-settings-posters/covid-19-vaccination-first-phase-priority-groups
Priority

Risk Group

1

Residents in a care home for older adults and staff working in care homes
for older adults.

2

All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care
workers.

3

All those 75 years of age and over.

4

All those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable
individuals.

5

All those 65 years of age and over.

6

All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions
which put them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality.

7

All those 60 years of age and over.

COVID 19 vaccinations at Ashley Surgery
Local progress has been good - about 900 vaccinations! We have vaccinated our 'Over
75s' cohort, except those patients who are not available or have declined. We have also
delivered vaccinations to the majority of our housebound patients and will continue to
work hard to invite our next cohort of patients as soon as we are able. The local surgery
has vaccinated or made contact with everyone in Groups 1- 4 and are working down the
priority list as vaccine supplies become available.
How you can help: please don't phone the surgery - we'll contact you.
In short, we phone you up and invite you to attend and give you a specific day/time.

Sometimes we have to move quickly because if vaccine is available – it sometimes is at
short notice - we want to make best use of it for our patients.
We ask you not to contact the surgery about booking an appointment for your
COVID-19 vaccine: we will get in touch with you when it’s your turn in your group.

Our team are currently continuing to deliver outstanding care to our patients whilst
delivering the COVID vaccination clinics which are arranged at very short notice and we
would like to thank you for your continued support and kind messages during these
difficult and demanding times.
Practicalities in administering vaccine
Instead of having our usual meetings, the Patient Group [PG] members at Ashley have
been active in supporting the Surgery in the administration of the COVID vaccinations
both at Ryecroft Clinic, Newcastle, and more recently with sessions at Ashley.
Vaccines can be given in seconds and PG members have played a key role in ensuring
vaccinators have a steady flow of patients. What takes the time is the short wait
immediately following your jab and, in particular, how, in a small car park you ensure that
people turning up in cars at 1 minute intervals say, are not kept waiting, they get their
jab on time but maintain social distancing.
How we do it and what you can expect when you attend.
When you come for your jab at the surgery you'll first be met by our 'meet and greet'
volunteers in the car park; we'll ask your name and appointment time and request that
you 'bubble' in your car for a short while. When it's your turn we call you forward and you
can walk in more or less straight away. Please be reassured that virtually all the 100's of
patients have been vaccinated on schedule and many a few minutes ahead of their
appointment time.
A lot of patients have expressed thanks and remarked on how well things were organised
at the surgery and were impressed by how smoothly things went for them.
Community Support
One of the most edifying aspects of overseeing this process for a number of weeks, has
been the wonderful show of support and help in evidence within our community. We
have seen neighbours, friends, volunteers and various others who are keen and willing to
help a neighbour in need with transport or general support. Well done to all those who
helped out in this way!
NHS vaccination centres
We are aware that some patients have booked their COVID-19 vaccination online. You
can only do this if you have first received a letter from the NHS inviting you to book your
appointments. It is easy enough for patients to use this service, but please be aware, you
will be asked to attend a vaccination centre further away from your home and, you will
also have to return to the same centre for your second dose.
If you prefer to have your vaccination at Ashley Surgery/Ryecroft Clinic in Newcastle and
given by Ashley Surgery clinicians, you can choose to wait to be contacted by us.

Update from Loggerheads & District Befrienders
The Loggerheads & District Befrienders may have had to
suspend all our group activities due to the COVID
pandemic restrictions but that doesn’t mean we haven’t
been actively keeping in touch and bringing some much
needed joy to our Friends.
We started a monthly newsletter back in May 2020 and for special occasions we deliver it
with a surprise. For Harvest it was a bunch of flowers, and for Christmas, it was a goodie
bag of cake and chocolates. We even had a remote raffle and Santa and his helper
delivered the prizes to give a much needed smile. Valentine’s Day is coming up, so what
will that bring?
Thanks to Mandy and staff at the CO-OP who supplied some of the Christmas goodies.
Telephone Scams
There's a lot of it going about! Loggerheads has not been spared with elderly residents
seen as being 'easy targets'. Scamming: it usually starts with a phone call or email out of
the blue. We can’t be told often enough and always be on your guard. The ones doing
the rounds at the moment: TV licence, Amazon and the paying for your COVID vaccine.
The NHS will never ask you for your personal details over the phone and the vaccine is
FREE to everyone.
Please don't be swayed by someone saying your bank/Amazon account will be closed or
you'll lose your place in the vaccine queue. Simply put - they are lying! If you feel even a
flicker of doubt, follow your instincts and just put the phone down.
The Befrienders continue to support our community by keeping in contact with
people by phone and helping with shopping/prescription collection etc.
If you need assistance please contact us:

Phone: 07523 512934
Email: loggerheadsbefrienders@gmail.com

Loggerheads Community Library
The Loggerheads Community Library is open Tuesday & Thursday
afternoons from 2 - 4pm for collection and return of of pre-ordered books

COVID couldn't stop us!
We had Christmas lights at the new Memorial area in Loggerheads for the first time.
Ashley went to town with lights in 2020 as they couldn't do Father Christmas at The Peel
in the usual way. Tadgedale Brook , at the Brookfield end, was a treat, - and not only for
children! Lots of decorations made from recycled materials to get us into the Christmas
spirit.

A big thank you to Fiona Rolfe for all her efforts to give us something to remember.

Loggerheads CO-OP - reaching out to the community
We're a lot more than just your local store!
The CO-OP has a simple and laudable aim: to make
the local area a better place to live, work and play.
A key part of the policy is to reach out and engage with local groups and support them
in different ways. It's not a case that 'one size fits all', the CO-OP is very keen that each
community is recognised as individual and we tailor our response to your specific needs.
How we reach out
The CO-OP engages with the community through their member pioneers. These are the
key players who act as a link between the CO-OP, the local store and the community.
Member pioneers are ideally chosen from within the local community because they will
know the area well and be better able to relate to its needs as well as its positive
benefits. This is the clearly case with our local pioneer member, Clare Hammond.
Clare has lived in the village for over 12 years and employed by the CO-OP organisation
rather than at the local store. The member pioneers can put you in touch with other like
minded people both locally and nationally and offer advice and help. She works very
closely with Mandy, Chris and the local team in Loggerheads. You can contact Clare:clare.hammond2@coop.co.uk or mob 07816109305
How it works: you have to frst make an application to the CO-OP.
Each year the local store selects, from the applications made, 3 local groups or causes to
champion and support throughout the year. The 3 local groups chosen this year: Hugo
Meynell School, St Mary's School Mucklestone & Loggerheads Pickers & Planters.
Any local group can apply and are encouraged to do so. Applications usually open
around May with the successful groups notified in October. This is the link that gives
further information on what you need to do to apply: Causes.coop.co.uk
Support takes the form of fundraising through use of your CO-OP membership card.
Customers select the cause they wish to support and, each time they shop, the CO-OP
donates a percentage of their spend to their chosen cause. Money is also raised by the
sale of carrier bags.
We do more than you might expect
The CO-OP does a lot more both locally and nationally. Locally, the store can be asked
to take part in local events via attendance, donation of items etc. In short, it's always
worth getting in touch. Each week, the Loggerheads store donates unused food items to
Market Drayton Food Bank.
Nationally, with all the mental health issues arising from COVID lockdown, our focus this
year has been the charity MIND. Throughout the year Mandy and the team have been
raising money for MIND.

Census in England and Wales
The census is a survey that happens every 10 years and gives a picture of all the people
and households in England and Wales. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) runs the
census in England and Wales and the next one will happen on Sunday 21 March 2021.
The census asks questions about you, your household and your home. In doing so, it
helps to build a detailed snapshot of our society. Information from the census helps the
government and local authorities to plan and fund local services, such as education,
doctors’ surgeries and roads.
If you want more detail please visit: http://www.census.gov.uk/

Newcastle Recycling & Waste Services
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council has set up a
Facebook page for their Recycling & Waste Services:
https://www.facebook.com/NewcastleunderLymeRecycles/
The Council has found that it's a very useful and quick way to
communicate with residents across the Borough when things
change at short notice.
The page has been especially useful for bringing residents quickly up to date with the
recent changes to the recycling service, COVID -19 impacts, collection day changes over
the festive period and, most recently, collection delays due to adverse weather
conditions.
The pages also promote how to make best use of our services to:•

educate residents about recycling rights,

•

Recycling tips and information,

•

encouraging use of our weekly food waste collections,

•

Collection day changes at Christmas

• promote the garden waste subscription service.
The page is growing in followers and we are seeing more and more residents engage
with the posts on there. Please follow, like and share our page if you use Facebook .
Local Groups – post COVID
By the time of our next Community News in May 2021, it's likely that restrictions will be
eased and local groups will be thinking about picking up from where they left off in
March 2020. It's uncertain at the moment but as the vaccine programme is rolled out,
people may be able to mix again. If you want publicity to explain you propose to restart
your group please email: loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

Dog watch!
We have seen a return of our perennial
problem of dog poop not being scooped
up. The grass verges on Mucklestone
Wood Lane, and pavement s on
Mucklestone Road and Eccleshall Road,
where children walk to school have seen an
increase recently. The pink poo fairy has
been pretty active.
Have some pride in your village, and pick
up that poop. And still on the subject of
dogs.....
Just because your dog is friendly does not
mean that other dogs are. Please check before allowing your dog to rush up to another.
Some may be nervous, reactive, fearful, in training, or owned by people who just want to
be left alone. Unless your dog has a reliable recall, keep it ON A LEAD in a public place.
Respect other peoples choices - not all people love dogs....
Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station, Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads,
Shropshire, TF9 4EZ
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk
ZOOM Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm on third Monday of the month.
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