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Burntwood Changing Facilities (at last)

Kevin receiving the keys to the door
from Councillor Dave Coulson

Hats off to Kevin Jones, probably the most dedicated
and patient football club manager in the country! His
40 year wait for changing facilities for the Burntwood
football field is over. Kevin was first involved in a bid
for Loggerheads Football Club in the 1980's, and he's
still involved today when his perseverance finally paid
off.
The lack of facilities at the ground prevented the club
from competing in higher leagues. This is a major step
forward for the club and we wish them well. The first and second teams will be playing alternate
Sunday mornings, so go along and give them your support.
The Parish Council has taken out a Public Works
Board Loan at a low interest rate to pay for the
facilities. The two containers have home and
away changing rooms along with new showers
and toilets, and separate facilities for the match
officials.

Ashley Cubs and Scouts make early use of the changing rooms
These two local groups were among the first to use these new community facilities. Instead of
having their meetings on ZOOM, Ashley Cubs and Scouts have been using the field and toilet
facilities during April and May allowing them to meet together for the first time in over a year.
We've been fairly lucky with the weather and it is good to see the young people running around,
all with COVID-compliant arrangements in place.
On Sundays these changing rooms are dedicated to football but outside this time they are
community facilities for any local group to use.
If other groups are interested in using the facilities please contact the Clerk.
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 email: loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

Tree Felling in the Burntwood
The Forestry Commission are planning on carrying out a thinning/felling operation in May;
thinning at the bottom end of the wood at the Blore Heath side; the area close to the new
housing development on Eccleshall Road and towards Hookgate.
There is also a significant area of woodland opposite the school that has to be cleared due to an
outbreak of phytophthora ramorum. There are no alternative measures of control other than
felling and it will mean about half of the larch in the area will have to be cleared.

Safety Precautions at the Burntwood
Some of you may have noticed the large tubular goalpost-like structures spanning various paths
in the Burnt Wood. Sad to report that some have been damaged. The 'goalposts' are not for
some weird football game, instead are a critical safety measure put in place by the Forestry
Commission [FC] to prevent their heavy equipment from coming into contact with 11kV
overhead power lines in the wood.

In that regard, the FC are following specific guidance from the HSE. This link sets out the steps
that the FC need to take: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/gs6.htm

Volunteering
Hugo Way Play Area - Co-op staff volunteers day
In April the warmer weather brought with it some low-level nuisance, in particular litter and
broken glass left at Hugo Way play area. The bus shelters and areas near the football field have
been similarly affected.
The play area is particularly important because it's the only one for young children in
Loggerheads. There will soon be another one at Mucklestone Road on the new housing estate
being built by Elan Homes.
Not surprisingly, the residents of Hugo Way and users of the play area got fed up with having to
constantly clean up the broken glass, and reported it to Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council
- who own and manage the play area.
The area is looking particularly unloved; the railings rusty and dirty, the rubber matting flooring
around the equipment curled at the edges, and the roundabout not turning. Credit to the
Borough Council who responded quickly and closed the play area while they made safe the
matting and replace the roundabout.
Thanks too to the staff at the Co-op who have stepped in to offer to paint the railings with the
paint and materials supplied by the Borough Council this will go ahead on Monday 17 th May. A
reminder to “older children” that breaking glass and leaving litter on the young children’s play
area is dangerous and selfish.

Update on Tinkers Lane Wildlife Area
Last year a Parish Council survey showed there was strong support for the land occupied by the
former village tip on Tinkers Lane be turned into a wildlife area for the community. The first step
was planting saplings in November last year and the work has paid off handsomely. Out of the
210 planted we only lost 5 in the Winter, which is great.
There was another voluntary work party on Saturday 1 st May but we kept the numbers to a
minimum to comply with Covid restrictions. Our thanks to the volunteers: Ann and Gary, the 3
Dave’s, Daryl, Pat, Sue and her granddaughter Francesca, Katie, Bunty and Peter who gave
much needed help to weed around the saplings and give them space to grow.
As COVID restrictions ease off,
we'll be doing other work on
the
area during the year to
keep the saplings healthy and
encourage other wildlife. If you
want some fresh air and
exercise, please look out for the
next date which will be
advertised on the Parish Council
Facebook page.

Wood chippings
Are you doing anything to trees or hedges at home? Want to get rid of your wood chippings?
Read on! We need wood chippings to go round the base of each sapling so, if you have some
going spare, please let us know. Email: loggerheadspc@btconnect.com.

Pickers and Planters need help watering in the Summer
Our busy time is coming up where we're looking for some extra help to water the boxes and
baskets in the centre of the village. The commitment isn't great, perhaps 2 hours for 2 or 3
weeks sometime from June to the end of September.
What to help brighten the village up? Please email jcloggerheads@aol.com

Speedwatch is back
Our local Speedwatch Group was given the long-awaited go ahead by the police to restart on
Monday 3rd May after many months of frustration knowing that the average speed through our
villages has increased over lockdown.
Thank you to our volunteers for doing their bit to help reduce speed through Mucklestone,
Knighton and Loggerheads.
We currently have a small team of dedicated 'Speedwatch' volunteers and are always looking for
more help. If you would like to take part or, simply find out what the task involves, please
contact the Parish Council: Telephone: 01630 – 673426 or email loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

Great British Spring Clean
Both local schools and Bloom’in Ashley are joining in this year’s return by Keep Britain Tidy to
the Great British Spring Clean. Covid restrictions mean things will be done a bit differently this
time around.
•

St Mary’s at Mucklestone and Hugo Meynell School will be litter picking their school fields
and doing some project work on the impact of litter on the environment.

•

Bloom’in Ashley will follow the guidance and do what they can to tidy up Ashley.

How you can help
Between 28 May and 13 June, if you see litter, just pick it up, or, if your street or local road sign
is looking grubby, give it a wash. It's surprising how effective these small steps are. Litter attracts
litter and scruffy signs give the impression that no one cares. Show that you do!
Take a photo send it to loggerheadspc@btconnect.com and we'll put it on our Facebook page.
Litter Picking Kits
The Borough Council has kindly provided, a small number of free litter kits for residents. The kit
contains picking stick, green bags, high-viz tabard in a handy shoulder bag to keep it all in. It will
be first come first served and please: only one kit per household.
Want to improve the area? Want to quietly help in your own way? Want a litter picking kit?
Please email: jcloggerheads@aol.com

Loggerheads Library needs you
The volunteers have done a great job of keeping the library open for 2 afternoons a week during
April and May with Covid safe arrangements in place; Tuesday a n d Friday afternoons from
2.30pm till 4.30pm.
We've done vey well to retain our local library and we need your help to keep it going. We have
just 4 volunteers working at the moment, with a few more ready to come back when restrictions
lift. We need more please, because due to other commitments, not everyone is able to work
every week. Volunteering is flexible and built around family needs . If you would like to volunteer
and keep our library open now things are getting back to normal we would be pleased to hear
from you. Call in to the library when it is open, or leave a message with the Clerk on 01630
673426 or email loggerheadspc@btconnect.com.
Want to recycle your old laptop or tablet?
Staffordshire County Council have launched a scheme for residents to recycle laptops and tablets
to give to children and young people who don't have access to one. Donations need to include
peripherals e.g. mouse and chargers and equipment must be back to factory settings prior to
donation; appointments need to be made before donating items via Loggerheads or Newcastle
Libraries.

Loggerheads CO-OP - reaching out to the community
Co-op: Causes for Local Groups - why not apply to be one?
The CO-OP has a simple and laudable aim: to make the local area a better place to live, work
and play. Each year the Co-op encourages applications from local community groups for its Coop Causes Fund. This year the 3 local groups, chosen in October 2020, are Hugo Meynell
School, St Mary's School, Mucklestone & Loggerheads Pickers & Planters.
Support takes the form of fundraising through the use of your CO-OP membership card. Local
customers select the cause they wish to support and, every time Co-op members buy selected
Co-op branded products and services, 2p for every pound spent goes to you and the same goes
to the 3 chosen local causes.
This is what the Co-op Causes Fund does for your community.
Community Memorial Area

Photo kind permission Clare Hammond, CO-OP Member Pioneer

Money is also raised by the sale of carrier bags. So please make sure you scan your Co-op card
every time you visit the store, the more you spend, the more money goes to your chosen cause.
How it works: you have to first make an application to the Co-op. Any local group can apply and
are encouraged to do so. Applications open on 4th May 2021, closing 30th May with the
successful groups notified in October. This is the link that gives further information on what you
need to do to apply: causes coop.co.uk
You can make an application if your Project: enables people to access food and co-operate
together to feed everyone; helps improve people’s mental wellbeing; and offers young people
opportunities to develop new skills and make a difference in their community.
Each year the local store selects, from the applications made, 3 local groups or causes to
champion and support throughout the year.

Loggerheads & District Befrienders News
Our local Befriender volunteers and the people they serve were hit particularly hard by Covid 19.
It was a time when the need for face to face contact was at its highest, but our ability to meet
others was at its lowest. In spite of all the restrictions, Befrienders supported many local
residents with tasks like shopping, collection of prescriptions and talking on the phone where it
was easy to maintain a safe distance.
But this month the road map out of lockdown is clearer and we have the promise of more
freedom. We can meet in larger groups outdoors in May, and anything goes towards the end of
June. Now that is good news and let’s hope it means we can dust off our dancing shoes
(exercise shoes?) and iron our posh frocks so we can party. If you would like to join us or need a
hand of friendship please contact 07523 512934 or Email: loggerheadsbefrienders@gmail.com
Thank you to our Volunteer Shoppers
It’s hard to believe that it’s over a year since the first lockdown began. Our usual Befriending
activities were suspended and we didn't think we would still be marking time over 1 year later! In
lockdown we realised that many local people would struggle to do everyday things like
shopping and picking up prescriptions.
As Befrienders, we wondered if there might be anything we could do to help. The irony was that
many of our regular Befrienders were also in the group of people who had to stay at home.
Instead of helping others with the shopping, some of our Befrienders needed help themselves.
Having had to self-isolate for the first two weeks of lockdown myself, I know this from personal
experience!
With little prompting, many local people contacted Befrienders to volunteer. Befrienders were
centre-stage, matching up people who needed a hand with volunteers who could help. We
called this group: Befrienders Volunteer Shoppers. Word spread quickly; Parish Magazine, the
notice boards at the Co-op and surgery that this shopping service was available just by phoning
the usual Befrienders’ number. We didn't have to wait long before services were requested,
mostly for picking up prescriptions or shopping and occasionally for a friendly chat.
During this pandemic year, over 30 local people have been helped in these ways, by over 30
volunteers. The feedback we have received has been very appreciative: for example, ‘We’re best
friends now!’; ‘It’s been absolutely wonderful’; ‘It keeps me going and gives me peace of mind’.
So, on behalf of the regular Befrienders, I would like to thank all of you who very kindly and
willingly volunteered to give your time to help others. We actually had more volunteers than we
needed, but whether you were called or not we still thank you for your willingness to help.
Befrienders Walking Group
In April, Befrienders, trod new ground, literally, by taking on organisation of the local walking
group. This was started several years ago by Ashley Surgery, and until recently, the group was
supported by The Ramblers who received funding from Sport England to provide insurance and
advice. From April, walking groups were invited to contribute financially so alternatives were
considered. The Befrienders were in an ideal position to step in and take on walking as an
extension to what they offer anyway. Walking is a fun way to get some exercise and to strike up
new friendships.

We started walking again on 1st April in groups of 6. As government restrictions lift we'll
progress to larger walking groups. We undertook local walks in April, and hope to go further
afield as the Summer arrives; the canal in Market Drayton and Gnosall, Hanchurch Woods and
Chapel Chorlton.
We are now offering three types of walk:
•

Active for those who can walk for 1.5
hours to 2 hours at a reasonable pace
with stiles and uneven ground.

•

Leisure 1 to 1.5 hours, no stiles and
firmer ground, slower pace, for those
who can walk and are trying to improve
their fitness.

•

Strollers This is new. Walks last for a
maximum of an hour, they're slower
paced, and designed for those who
have not been walking and want to walk
further and improve their fitness.

Walking is only half the story. The chance to chat and make new friends and have a cuppa at the
end of the walk (when allowed) is just as important as the walking itself.
Loggerheads Befrienders Walking Group walks every Thursday from 13:45 hours at the
Loggerheads Pub car park (sometimes in other places). If you want to know more contact:
Pat on ozhenshaw@gmail.com or ring Karen on 07768 303983.
We’re a friendly bunch, give us a try.
Covid Update on Local Vaccinations
Many of you will have seen the recent Evening Sentinel article regarding the numbers of Covid
vaccinations administered area by area and GP practice by GP practice.
We are very pleased and justifiably proud to report that Ashley, Loggerheads & Baldwins Gate,
are the neighbourhoods with the highest vaccination rates in the Newcastle under Lyme area.
4,665 people have now been vaccinated; this represents 73.1% of the practice populations.
NHS officials behind the programme say it is vital that people return for their second doses
when invited to do so.
People who received their first dose in a hospital hub or through a GP service will be contacted
to receive their second dose. They do not need to contact the NHS.
Anyone who booked their appointment through the national booking service (online
at http://www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by ringing 119) will have booked both their first and
second appointments at the same time.
People who called 119 will have been given details of their second appointment over the phone.
Clearly local Practice staff at Ashley, along with local volunteers, have been working tirelessly
and closely together to ensure that local people do receive their jabs in a prompt and timely
way. anks to all who helped in achieving such a high level of local vaccinations.

New Doctor at Ashley
Some of you may have noted a change in the staff at our local surgery. We are pleased to
welcome a new GP, Dr David Thorpe.
Dr. Thorpe graduated from the University of Liverpool with honours in 2012. Since then, he has
completed his postgraduate training in the North Staffordshire area and qualified as a GP in
2018. David has experience in a range of medical specialties. He is no stranger to Ashley. During
his time as a GP registrar, he was fortunate enough to be placed at our local surgery for 6
months. He really enjoyed his time here and so it is great to have him back on a permanent
basis. A warm welcome to Dr Thorpe.

Loggerheads Allotments
It may be that some of our residents are unaware that Loggerheads has a thriving allotment site
tucked behind some houses on Eccleshall Road next to the Hugo Meynell School. The site has
been here for many years but has recently been registered as an “Asset of Community Value''.
There are 32 full plots, several being divided into half plots and there are currently at least 50
members tending the plots and enjoying the wellbeing that an allotment can bring. There are
many benefits to be gained from tending an allotment, probably the most obvious is being able
to enjoy a supply of fresh, local, seasonal and often organic produce which we encourage on our
site.
There are also the physical benefits, getting exercise and just being outdoors. Studies have
shown that gardening has very positive benefits for mental health. This year it has been
particularly important during the pandemic where the allotment has been a safe refuge for
members.
Every year there is a National Allotments week where many allotment sites have events such as
open days so that the local community can see what is going on. This year we would like to host
an open day if Covid restrictions allow and it is safe to do so. The National Allotments week this
year is August 9th -15th. We will be giving more information nearer the time.
We have very recently started a Facebook page which has already gained a number of followers.
On this page we hope to update with our surplus plants/ produce to sell to raise funds for
improvements to the site. Please follow this link to our site http://Fb.me/theloggerheadsallotments
Allotments have never been more popular and we have a great mixture of ages with
experienced gardeners and novices alike cultivating the plots. We are full at the moment but
only have a very small waiting list so if it is something you would be interested in please get in
contact via our Facebook page or email lynneredfern@hotmail.co.uk and we will add you to the
list. Inexperience should not be a barrier to joining as there will always be someone around to
offer help and advice.

Vandalism
It seems we have some low level mindless vandalism going on. The rubber sheath protecting
children's hands on the swing at Tadgdedale Brook was slashed sometime in the last few days.
It means we now have to pay good money out to repair it.
We now hear that the Turner Hodgkiss nature reserve had a window broken at the bird hide and
fencing thrown into the pond a couple of weeks ago. A goal post at the Burntwood was also
damaged.
One act that could have escalated in to a major event occurred in the Burntwood on Mon 10 th
May around 6.30pm. Luckily, quick thinking by 2 local dog walkers spotted the fire in the woods
behind the football containers.
A big thank you to them for trying to put the fire
out and calling the fire service. They waited until
the Fire Brigade arrived to direct them to the fire.

Thanks as well to the crew from Burslem who
arrived quickly and put it out. Young people
seen running away, and leaving behind an
out-of-control fire and lots of broken glass.
I hope you will think again before you set
fires in the woods ...look how quickly it can
get out of hand.
We have asked our local police team to spend more time patrolling this area over the next few
weeks. If anyone has any information about any of these incidents please share it with the Clerk
on loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Tadgedale Brook – Dragon Eggs for Easter
A big thank you again to Fiona Rolfe for her inventive
displays along Tadgedale Brook.The displays are both eyecatching and designed so that it's easy for children to take
part and make their contribution. We know it's been a real
benefit to families providing a novel activity for children to
do in these difficult Covid lockdown times.
Her latest display, a fabulous dragon themed delight down
at Tadgedale Brook was topped off with a Dragon's Egg
competition judged by our local PCSO, Colin Hodgkinson.

Developments on Market Drayton Road
It's too late to object to the houses being built there, they were they were permitted by the
Borough Council, but there are important specific issues you can object to.
Background
This can be best summed up that if a developer wants to build, there is a mechanism under
planning law [Section 106], whereby a charge can be levied on each dwelling built. The
development must be for more than 10 houses and the money raised goes towards improving
local schools, open space, community facilities. The Borough Council went down this road with
the Market Drayton Road application with Section106 for agreement for extra funding for
Madeley High School and for "open space/play facilities"
The common uses of planning obligations like this are to secure affordable housing, and to
specify the type and timing of this housing; and to secure financial contributions to provide
infrastructure or affordable housing. However these are not the only uses for a s106 obligation.
They can:
a. restrict the development or use of the land in any specified way.
b. require specified operations or activities to be carried out.
c. require the land to be used in any specified way; or
d. require a sum or sums to be paid to the authority
What's happened in Loggerheads
In the last 3 years there have been over 328 new homes permitted in Loggerheads and not
a single penny has been contributed to improving facilities. The section S106 agreement on
this application was welcomed by residents as an opportunity to help provide much needed
sports and play facilities. On 24 August 2018 the planning application to build 60 homes on
Market Drayton Road was permitted with a S106 agreement for 60 dwellings @£5,579 =
£324,740, to be used towards sports/play and community facilities on land adjacent to this site,
earmarked for this purpose in the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan.
Retreat
There's been a total retreat! The new Developer has submitted a revised proposal which is to
put play equipment on site, and as a result the contribution of £5,579 per dwelling is (according
to the developer) not required but to be replaced by 20m x 20m play area.
What you can do
In one word: object! Send an Email to planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
Quote ref: 21/00365/REM, Erection of 60 houses on Land South of Market Drayton Road.
The section 106 agreement on this application was welcomed by residents as an opportunity to
help provide much needed sports and play facilities and I object to the proposal to replace this
financial contribution with a small play area for young children. Loggerheads has limited sport
facilities, just 1 football pitch and limited play facilities with just a single area for young children
at Hugo Way, and no facilities at all for older children or young people. These needs were
clearly flagged up in the Neighbourhood Plan as being required to satisfy national standards.

Anyone for tennis?
It’s a great time to join your local tennis club,
especially one offering reduced membership
fees this year. The figures shown are annual
fees, but please follow the link to find out
about our three month trial packages.
Whether you’ve never played before or
you’re a ‘seasoned pro’...we have something
for everyone? Please get in touch if you
fancy joining our family friendly club
at Greenfields Lane, Market Drayton, TF9 3SL
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MarketDraytonTennisClub/Membership/Join
Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station, Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads,
Shropshire, TF9 4EZ
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk
Facebook page: Loggerheads Parish Council
Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm on third Monday of the month.
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