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Loggerheads Memorial Garden in full Summer bloom

What's happening in the Parish

The lifting of most COVID 19 restrictions means we can
pick up the threads from March 2020. During lockdown we
produced a quarterly electronic version of the Community
News, posted on the Parish Council Website. Facebook
and on Next Door, but this is our first hardcopy edition. 

The Community News is still available electronically in the
usual places, but the advantage of hard copy is that we
can reach our residents who are not involved with social
media.

We highlight a number of our local voluntary groups, what
they're doing to get started again and what their plans
are.
There is lots to tell you, not only about our long-
established groups: Befrienders, History Society, Voluntary
Car and Loggerheads Allotments, etc., but some new and
very welcome restarts and start ups:  Stay & Play [a mum &
toddlers Group], bridge and a revamped Garden & Nature
Club. 

We set out details of what they do and how you can get in
touch.

   Our thanks to Fiona and   

   Margaret two of our band of

   watering volunteers who  

   help keep the baskets of   

   flowers in the memorial area 

   looking nice.



Ashley Village Hall update 

The village hall is a valuable asset for the community used by all sorts of groups in all sorts
of ways. It was in danger of closing when a few weeks ago, the long-serving committee
members [some who lived well away from the village] collectively resigned their positions.
It was a decision they did not take lightly and it came after many years of dedicated
service. They will be missed and they deserve a sincere thank you from us all for all their
hard work.

The outgoing Committee at Ashley Memorial Hall are pleased with the response to a
recent call for volunteers to form a new committee and run the hall, its administration and
day to day operations.

They are looking for more people to come forward who want to be actively involved and
who wish to help support our community and keep the hall open.

If you are interested in becoming a Trustee or volunteer and want some further information
then please contact the committee. 

email ashleymemorialhall@btinternet.com Facebook @ashleymemorialhall

Resumption of Loggerheads Voluntary Car Scheme

This is an important local door-to-door service run by volunteers and available to all. We
operate in a COVID-compliant way. The service is aimed at residents who have a medical
related appointment but no means of their own to travel to it.  The term 'medical related'
is wide and covers not only visits to the surgery and hospital, it also includes, dentist,
physiotherapy, optician, and chiropody appointments. 

Put another way, it's easing the burden for many people who otherwise would have great
difficulty or, find it impossible to travel to their appointment. 

Drivers use their own car and are reimbursed at 45p per mile which the passenger pays.
Most journeys are local and short: the surgeries at Ashley, Market Drayton, and Madeley,
but from time to time we go to all the main hospitals. 

If you need transport please call Una on: 07523 512934

Appeal for volunteer drivers

Since lockdown we have lost a number of drivers and we're down to a handful of
volunteers. We're pretty stretched! We don't want to turn patients away but we need more
volunteer drivers to maintain this vital local service. The commitment is not great, typically
our drivers spend a few hours a month taking patients to their appointments. 

If you want to volunteer but not sure what it entails, please speak to
Bob Dickson on 07973 463503 who will tell you more about our service.

mailto:ashleymemorialhall@btinternet.com


Hugo Meynell school 50th anniversary 

What a day they had at Hugo Meynell Primary School celebrating their 50th birthday in
July! The children were fantastic and took part in many activities, including a magic show. 

They had a yummy socia l ly
distanced picnic and even ended
their day with a cheeky ice cream
to cool down. We hope they
treasure their keepsake teddy bear
and hope it will always give them
special memories of the school.  A
big thank you -  as always - to the
parents and all the staff for all their
support. It really was a great day
for our children to remember.

CO-OP grant to the Allotments

The CO-OP has again given their support to another local organisation. In July the 
Loggerheads Allotment Association were given a grant from the CO-OP towards the cost 
of a new shed for the community area at the allotments. 

Thanks to Mandy from the CO-OP for making this happen. The Allotment Association are 
also fund raising and have had one stall by the CO-OP selling plants and produce and plan
to take part in the Walking Market on 29th August. 

Want to know more about the allotments? Please see our  Facebook page
theloggerheadsallotments…check it out for their latest news and views.



Loggerheads & District Befrienders: Normal Service Resumed

Befrienders have been active all through the lockdown doing what they can, within the
COVID restrictions, to help our friends; shopping, fetching and carrying and keeping in
touch on the telephone. We couldn't wait to hold our first coffee morning and it was a real
delight to be able to meet each other face to face and overcome any feeling of
apprehension that some may have had. 

Coffee Mornings at the unanimous request of the Friends and Befrienders we are
delighted to declare that our weekly Friday Coffee Mornings, 10 a.m. - 12 noon, are now
firmly back on the agenda. This will be a regular date for your diary once again. Everyone is
welcome - so why not pop in and see us? Please note we now meet at: Ashley Methodist
Church, Wesleyan Road, Ashley. TF9 4JT

Sit down exercises will be restarting our Friday 3rd September and will be held on the 1st

and 3rd Fridays in the month.  

Befrienders diary of events

      Friday 3rd & 17th September – Fun Mobility & Coffee: 10am – 12 noon

      Friday 10th September – Silver Diners

      Friday 24th September – Open Coffee Morning: 10am – 12 noon

The Befrienders are here to help support and offer the hand of friendship by keeping in
contact with people by phone and help with shopping and prescription collection etc. We
also visit people in their homes and facilitate events and outings when restrictions allow. 

 If you need assistance please get in touch please phone: 
07523 512934 or email loggerheadsbefrienders@gmail.com

Befrienders Walking Group  

Our group also organise walks every Thursday. Most walks are local, but we sometimes  go
to Hanchurch Woods or the canal in Market Drayton. There's something for everyone and 
we try to do three levels of graded walk every week:

• Active (+3 miles and stiles), 

• Leisure (+2 miles and no stiles)

• Stroller (1 mile and no stiles). 

If you want to know more and find out about the timetable please email: Karen Watkins on 
karen.watkins@outlook.com or call 07768 303983 or email Pat ozhenshaw@gmail.com

 Everyone is welcome to join us, we are a friendly bunch.

mailto:karen.watkins@outlook.com


Tadgdale Brook Play Area 

It was with frustration that we found the swing at Tadgedale Brook damaged beyond

repair in late June, cut with a large knife so that it was unsafe for young children to use.

We are pleased to report that the Parish Council’s Insurer's have agreed to cover most of

the cost. It is on order but it will be 8 weeks before it arrives so apologies in advance to all

those young children who would have enjoyed using the swing over the Summer. Without

the thoughtless action of a few we wouldn't be in this position.

Volunteers needed for Sugnall Hall & Walled Garden 

This is a local hidden gem; a complete walled garden, open to the public, and practically
on your doorstep.  There is a cafe as well. Much of the garden is planted  with fruit, flowers
and vegetables and looks as it would have done in times past - and there aren't many of
these left!

There are full time staff along with a head gardener but they rely on voluntary help. Are
you interested in gardening? Would you like to learn new skills? There's opportunity to get
involved and you can do as much as you like.  

We need all kinds of help, much you'll be familiar with already; weeding, mowing, lawn
edging, potting up of plants, deadheading and pruning. We even need volunteers with
skills to help renovate a Victorian greenhouse. 

Not sure what it involves and want to know more?

Please phone 01785 851556 or email tearoom@sugnall.co.uk
Website: www.sugnall.co.uk/walled-garden/

We're at  Sugnall on the B5206, half way between Loggerheads & Eccleshall, ST21 6NF.

Bridge at the Beacon

Bridge playing has restarted at the Beacon Community Centre,  Prospect Road, Market 
Drayton. TF9 3AP. Sessions are held every Tuesday 7pm to about 9.15pm and costs £1.50
which includes biscuits. The kitchen isn't open so please bring your own drink.  

You can come singly and partner up on the night. Not sure - why not give it a try? 

Want to know more? Please email Jan at  jcloggerheads@aol.com

Market Drayton ramblers are back on repairs

Thank you to the Market Drayton Ramblers, who after a prolonged suspension of
volunteering activity due to Covid have restarted repairing broken stiles and marker posts
in the parish.  
If you come across a wobbly stile or broken marker post on our footpath network please
report it to the clerk loggerheadspc@btconnect.com or 01630 - 673426

http://www.sugnall.co.uk/walled-garden/
mailto:tearoom@sugnall.co.uk


Stay and Play

We are pleased to report that a group for mums and tots, Stay and Play has restarted at
Ashley Memorial Hall, Gravelly Hill, Ashley. TF9 4PN.  During term time it's on Thursday
between 9.30 – 11.30am.

Cost: £2 per child - £3 for 2+ Children.  All are welcome.

Want to know more: please check out Ashley Memorial Hall Stay and Play on 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/1888042931364214?view=info&refid=18

Ashley Community Theatre 
A wonderful opportunity for 9-13 year olds in the area. 

Bench on Shropshire Union Canal

The Shropshire Union Canal and Rivers Trust volunteers have been hard at work tidying up
the stretch between Market Drayton and Tyrley. This has included replacing a bench that
was donated by Loggerheads Parish Council nearly 20 years ago.

Please look out for the replacement with a plaque from the Parish Council. It's near to
Bridge 61 after Berrisford Road towards Tyrley Locks. Please don’t go until mid-September
as that stretch of canal is currently closed to walkers.

https://m.facebook.com/groups/1888042931364214?view=info&refid=18


Ashley and Loggerheads Garden and Nature Club

This group has roots dating from 1943! It began life as Ashley Food & Production Guild',
that was part of the wartime 'Dig for Victory' campaign. About 18 months ago the then
Garden Guild, nearly folded but a small team got together, widened the club's scope,  to
include nature in the presentations and relaunched it as ‘Ashley and Loggerheads Garden
and Nature Club’. 

The revamped group will hold a series of talks with topics that are timely for gardening
year, but also with with an eye to the natural world. Our speaker in August was Jane from
Mayfield Plants who gave a presentation on ‘Banquets for Butterflies and Bees’, giving us
an insight into the many species and what kind of plants they like.

Programme to April 2022

   7th September - Autumn Bulb Planting by Kathryn from Dorothy Clive Gardens  

   5th October - Winter Hanging basket demonstration by Gerald

   2nd November - How to attract wildlife into the garden by Staffordshire Wildlife   

   7th December - Preparing for Christmas by Conquest Plant

   1st February - Private plants and gardens of Cheshire by Kevin Pratt

   1st March  - Dougie Mac (Stoke) an insight into how they grow produce for the
        kitchen and maintain the gardens on a limited budget.

    5th April -  Perfect Pots and Creative Containers by Phil Smith.

Our meetings are held on the frst Tuesday of each month (except January) commencing
7.30 pm in Ashley Memorial Hall, Gravelly Hill, Ashley, TF9 4PN.

Annual Membership is £20 or £35 per couple. Non-members welcome £5.00 per lecture 

You can find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ashleygardenguild2021

Email:   ashleyandloggerheadsgn@gmail.com   

Broughton Tennis Club

We have on the doorstep, a local but under-used gem: a couple of grass courts in a small 
rural community.  There are 2 tennis courts behind the parish rooms in Wetwood which are
open to all. The courts will be open for the next 6 - 8 weeks and cost £5 for visitors.

Yearly subscriptions allow unlimited use in the season : 
Adults £20, Under 18 £10 & Family £40. 

Judy Thompstone 01630 - 673104

Louise Butter  01630 - 620479



Hugo Way Play area painting

Doesn’t it look so much better now that the staff from the CO-OP, parish councillors and
some local residents joined together to paint the railings and benches at Hugo Way Play
Area.  A big thank you to all those who came out to help. 

It took 3 days of effort in the end but
looks good.  A thank you also to
Newcastle under Lyme Borough
Council for providing the paint and
materials to do the job.  One tip for
anyone painting rail ings, which
speeded up the job significantly on
the third day, is to buy “painting
gloves”.  

Hand in glove, dip in paint and hey presto the paint goes on the railings much quicker than a
brush (tip came from the man who empties the bins!) 

Tinkers Lane - a newly created haven for butterfies and bees

If you stood here about 50 years ago the field would have looked much different. It was the
site of the village rubbish tip that was abandoned in the 60's. At the time the tip area was
just covered with soil but largely left alone becoming covered with weeds and brambles. 

The picture on the left was taken in the Autumn of 2020 after the site has just been cleared 
and the soil made ready for planting insect friendly plants and trees. The picture on the right
was taken from the same spot in July 2021. 

Saying what an 'amazing transformation' it's been, hardly does it justice? We went from the
planting of the saplings and bare soil at Tinkers Lane field in November 2020 to this much
richer habitat in July 2021. We've had two volunteer days but numbers were restricted so
we're planning more. Please check  our Facebook page for volunteering dates.



Blore Rural District History Society

The group meets monthly, usually on the 2nd Monday of the month but has changed its 
venue to Ashley Methodist Church, Wesleyan Road, Ashley, TF9 4JT, at 7.30pm. 

Visiting speakers with expertise in a broad range of historical areas will give a short talk,
followed by a question and answer session and opportunity for general discussion. The aim
is to provide both an informative and enjoyable social night. The programme for the next
18 months. Suggestions for future topics are also welcomed.

The next talk on 13th September 2021 by Shaun Farrelly: “Erasmus the other Darwin”

We all know the name Charles Darwin but his grandfather was just as wise and, more
importantly, a very famous man in Staffordshire. This talk looks at his life and times, both
the tragedies (several) and the highlights (many). The talk will hopefully manage to
persuade you that some radical ideas were unacceptable to the establishment in his time
and would barely be tolerated two generations later. The man was a genius.

Programme 2021/2022

13th Sept 2021      Shaun Farrelly                   “Erasmus the other Darwin”

11th Oct  2021      Frank Harris                       “Almighty Gods”

 8th  Nov 2021       Caroline Pugh                    “A Servants Life”                           

13th Dec  2021      AGM & Nicholas Corder   “The George Formby Story”   

10th Jan 2022        Mark Pownall                    “History of Diabetes”

14th Feb 2022       Bill Ridgway & Co             “Reading Performance Arnold Bennett”

14th Mar 2022       Mark Hinsley                     “Battle of Blore Heath and latest info”

11th Apr 2022        Margaret Thompstone      “Little Moreton Hall”

 9th  May 2022       Steve Booth                      “The RAF Fauld Explosion”

13th June 2022

13th July 2022        Holiday

 8th  Aug  2022       Holiday

12th Sept  2022      Martin Wood                    “ Shrewsbury Town Crier”

Admission £2.50 per person, including refreshments.  New members welcome.   

For more information contact Chairman Mark Pownall on 01630 672446 / 07865 941078  

Things the Parish Council will be doing

• Shortly replacing the cloudy notice boards for PC and library on the CO-OP wall.

• Providing a bench outside the CO-OP in memory of  the late Jenny Hodgkiss.

• Applying  for a grant for a defibrillator at the football field on the Burntwood. 

          More updates to follow on Facebook and in the next Community News               



Planning Update

You may have noticed that there is lots of house building in Loggerheads, with potentially more to
come. Applications have been coming that satisfy the conditions placed on the 3 sites that so far
have permission: 128 houses at Tadgedale, 22 at Hookgate and 55 on Market Drayton Road.
Recently, a new application arrived for 15 apartments on the car wash site. 

The Parish Council has objected to this last application because it does not conform to Policy
LNPP1: Urban Design and Environment in the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan, “New
development must demonstrate high standards of design and the proposed access onto the A53
is considered to be unsafe  and too close to the roundabout and pedestrian crossing point. 

However, the Parish Council does support the requirement for a financial contribution from
developers via something known as a Section 106 agreement of the Planning Act 2008, which
requires developers to make contributions towards open space and education.

Unfortunately, the developers at Market Drayton Road and Mucklestone Road have opted to
provide a small play area on site rather than make a financial contribution. The site at Eccleshall
Road does neither. Our hands are tied; Newcastle does not have a community infrastructure levy
policy on new developments and the Parish Council is not allowed to impose one.

It's clear from what our residents say: Loggerheads need better community and sports facilities.
This is the case now let alone when many more houses are built. The Parish Council is pleased to
have negotiated a lease for 99 years for a £1, with Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council, for
land on Market Drayton Road at the Western end of what will be the new housing estate.

The intent, as outlined in the Neighbourhood Plan, is to work towards sports/play for older
children and young people and eventually provide community facilities for the village. One way to
fund this is through Section 106 agreements.

Updates will be provided on the Parish Council’s Facebook page and in the Community News.

SELLERS £5 PER TABLE

BOOKINGS IN ADVANCE

£1 ENTRY 

[CHILDREN FREE]

A PRE-LOVED AND MADE LOCALLY TABLE TOP SALE

SATURDAY 16th OCTOBER 2021  11 AM – 3PM

ASHLEY METHODIST CHURCH   
WESLEYAN ROAD

ASHLEY 
TF9 4JT

BARGAINS, TREATS, TEA & CAKE

For more info. See our Facebook page @AshleyMethodistChurch,
or visit  www.ashleymethodist.co.uk/table-top

To Register for a table please email  circuitadmin@mdmc.org.uk    
with a short description of what you would like to sell

mailto:circuitadmin@mdmc.org.uk
http://www.ashleymethodist.co.uk/table-top


Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station, Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads,
Shropshire, TF9 4EZ 

Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com 

Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE  www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk 

Facebook page: Loggerheads Parish Council

Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm on third Monday of the month. 

Ashley Ward: Loggerheads Ward: Mucklestone Ward: 

Cllr. Bob Dickson Cllr. Donald Butterworth Cllr. Katie Letts

Cllr. Sue Fox Cllr. Peter Chamberlain Cllr. Graham Sedgley

Cllr. Bunty Hodgkins Cllr. Dave Coulson Cllr. Jim Vallings 

Cllr. Michael Lee Cllr. Leah-Marie Gibson Tyrley Ward: 

Cllr. Dave Swan Cllr. Pat Henshaw Cllr. Roy Claydon

Cllr. Ed Martin Cllr. Harry Roberts

Cllr. Ray Salmons Cllr Tracey Swinnerton

Cllr. Andy Swetman 

Your County Councillor: Paul Northcott  Mob: 07900 600009 

County matters - email paul.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk   

Borough matters – email paul.northcott@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
                                     barry.panter@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Loggerheads Library

We're fortunate, being a small community, to have retained our local library. It is thanks
toits dedicated team of volunteer staff that our village library remains open.The volunteers
have done a great job in keeping the library going with Covid compliant arrangements in
place. We're open 2 afternoons a week; Tuesday and Friday from 2.30pm until 4.30pm.

Simply put we need your help to keep the library going. We have just 4 volunteers
working at the moment, plus one lady who has worked one day since lockdown eased and
one new volunteer who is in training. We've a few more ready to come back but we need
more please. Other commitments mean that everyone is not able to work every week. 

Volunteering is flexible and built around family needs. If you would like to volunteer and
keep our library open now things are getting back to normal we would be pleased to hear
from you. Call in to the library when it is open, or please leave a message with the Clerk
on 01630 673426 or email loggerheadspc@btconnect.com.

mailto:loggerheadspc@btconnect.com


Loggerheads Parish Council – Applications invited 
Part Time Parish Clerk/ Responsible Financial Offcer 

(100 hours per month LC2 (SCP 18-23 £24,982 - £27,741 pro rata)

Loggerheads Parish is approximately 10 miles west of Newcastle-under-Lyme on the
Staffordshire/Shropshire border. The parish comprises of the villages of Ashley, Loggerheads,
Knighton, Hales and the surrounding rural area. There are almost 4600 residents living in over
1800 households in the parish. The council consists of 19 members and has one employee, the
Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer.  The annual budget is approximately £45,000.  
Loggerheads Parish Council is seeking to appoint a forward-thinking Parish Clerk/Responsible
Financial Officer on a part time basis (100 hours a month) who can manage the council’s statutory
requirements, manage contractors and promote the interests and development of the Parish. The
ideal candidate will be an excellent communicator, with a ‘can do’ attitude, who can demonstrate
strong governance and financial management skills alongside good business acumen. The
successful candidate will be expected to work in close partnership with the Chair and Vice Chair,
plus a range of local bodies and organisations.  

The main responsibilities of the role include:
• producing agendas and minutes for all council meetings 
• liaising with outside bodies and contractors 
• enacting the council’s decisions 
• managing expenditure and maintaining the council’s financial records
• preparation of the financial records for audit, in accordance with Audit Regulations and

completion of the Annual Return

This is a part time post, mainly office based. The Clerk will be required to have their own transport.
A laptop with printer will be provided.  Some evening and out of hours work is required – the
Council meets on the third Monday of every month.

The successful candidate will be computer literate (including Word, Excel etc), and confident in
using email and the internet. Knowledge of the workings of local government (or relevant
professional experience i.e., financial accountancy or legal) is essential and it would be helpful if
there was prior knowledge of procedures and financial workings of a local council.  It is desirable
that applicants have relevant qualifications such as the Introduction to Local Council
Administration and/or Certificate in Local Council Administration but not essential.  

The conditions of employment and remuneration will be based on the National Association of
Local Council’s recommendations and include access to the Local Government Pension Scheme.
Training will be offered as appropriate and remuneration will be based on scale LC2 (SCP 18-23
£24,982 - £27,741 pro rata) dependent on experience.

A job description and personal specification can be obtained from the website
http://loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk or by emailing loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

If you wish to apply, please send a letter of application, summarising your strengths and
experience in relation to this role, together with a current CV and details of 2 references to
loggerheadspc@btconnect.com or by writing to The Chair, Loggerheads Parish Council,
Loggerheads Fire Station, Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire TF9 4EZ.
The closing date for this position is 17th September 2021.  References will be taken up prior to any
appointment being confirmed.  

mailto:loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
mailto:loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
http://loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk/

	The next talk on 13th September 2021 by Shaun Farrelly: “Erasmus the other Darwin”

