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Loggerheads Community Fire Station 
Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ 

Telephone:  01630 673426 
Email:  loggerheadspc@btconnect.com 

Web: www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 18th OCTOBER 2021 AT 7PM 
 At Ashley Methodist Church 

 

 
PRESENT: J Hodgkins (Chair) 
 
D Coulson                D Swan    J Vallings                
S Fox                 P Chamberlain  R Claydon 
G Sedgley                 B Dickson   E Martin 
L Gibson          A Swetman  
K Letts   H Roberts            
R Salmons       D Butterworth,  
T Swinnerton   M Lee 
 
ALSO PRESENT: K Watkins (Clerk), B Minshall (Clerk) and Cllr Northcott (Borough 
and County)                             
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no members of the public in attendance 
 
18/10/1     APOLOGIES 
, P Henshaw, Cllr B Panter (Borough).  

 
18/10/2     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Martin declared an interest in item 7(v) on grit provision; Cllr Swinnerton 
declared an interest in item 7 (iii) Grant application for Hales Club.  
18/10/3     PLANNING 
(i) The meeting considered the following applications and commented as noted: 
 
Application No: 21/00904/AGR Applicant: Mr K Wilson HLW Farms    
Application: Erection of an agricultural storage shed    Location: Old Springs Farm, 
Stoneyford 
 
OBJECTION - This is an  industrial sized building being erected in a rural setting as 
the proposed dimensions – 12m height x 37m length x 17m width – would detract 
from the surrounding landscape. This does not comply with Policy LNPP1: Urban 
Design and Environment in the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan; “To be 
supported, new development must demonstrate high standards of design.  In 
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particular “ 2.Comprising site-specific design solutions to complement, but not 
necessarily imitate, the surrounding context.  3.Complementing the established 
character of the surrounding context in terms of scale, density, massing, height and 
degree of set-back and 6.Responding positively to local topography. 
 
 
Application No: 21/00910/FUL Applicant: Mr D Wilkinson    Application: 
Proposed extension and conversion of existing oil store to form study   Location: 
Smithy Cottage, 35 Eccleshall Road, Mucklestone 
 
OBJECTION -   
concerns regarding the positioning of the PVC windows facing the historic church in 
a Conservation Area. This does not comply with Policy LNPP2: in the Loggerheads 
Neighbourhood Plan; Local Character & Heritage; New development must 
complement and reinforce the local character of the area and non-designated 
heritage, including conserving buildings and their setting and comprising high-quality, 
site-specific design.    
 
Application No: 21/00911/FUL Applicant: Shropshire Homes Ltd    Application: 
Temporary sales centre and associated external works   Location: Land off Market 
Drayton Road, Bloreheath 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Members noted that it was prudent not to object to this application as it forms a 
gateway to LV1, which is a project that the Parish Council supports, and that given 
the proximity of this development, the Parish Council would not oppose this. 
 
Application No: 21/00942/FUL Applicant: Mr & Mrs A Robinson    Application: 
Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension.  Cladding of existing 
timber framed house    Location: 2 Swedish Houses, Charnes Road, Ashley 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Application No: 21/00929/FUL Applicant: Mr S Cochrane   Application: To erect a 
single-story building containing a reception room, food preparation room and 8 
kennel units   Location: Ranworth Lodge Kennels, Rock Lane, Mucklestone 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Application No: 21/00977/PLD Applicant: Mr P and Mrs J Lawrence   Application: 
For a lawful development certificate for a single storey rear extension   Location: 
Shelmore House, Pinewood Drive, Loggerheads 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
 (ii)   To note the following applications have been permitted by NuLBC: 
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Application No: 21/00781/REM Applicant: Mr D O’Keeffe   Application: Layout, 
scale, appearance of the development, landscaping of the site.  Location: 111 
London Road, Knighton 
 
The need to cut back the hedge at this site was raised, the Clerk to write to 
landowner. 
 
Application No: 21/00770/OUT Applicant: Aspire Housing (Ms Alice Newman) 
Application: The construction of 3 x No 2 bed 4 person houses. (Re-submission of 
17/00349/OUT) Location: Land Adjacent To 14 Tadgedale Avenue Loggerheads 
 
Application No: 21/00738/FUL   Applicant:  Mrs M Eardley   Application: Erection 
of 3 detached dwellings   Location: Romany, Rowan Lane, Ashley 
 
Application No: 21/00808/FUL   Applicant:  Mr L Clarke   Application: Proposed 
barn store   Location: Dale Cottage, 121 The Dale, Ashley 
 
Members noted the recently approved planning applications. 
 
18/10/4     MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The meeting resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th 
September 2021 be adopted and on the proposal of Cllr Coulson and seconded by 
Cllr Salmons that the Chair be authorised to sign them as a correct record of 
proceedings.  

 
18/10/5     MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
The Clerk provided a verbal update to members in relation to the draft lease for LV1 
which had been sent by Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council, and noted that it is 
a 99-year lease, but there is an issue to be resolved with the proposed license with 
Shropshire Homes and the requirement to return the land to its current state at the 
end of the lease; the  new noticeboards at the Loggerheads Co-Op and the new 
goalpost at Knighton Playing field were now in place; that new Council emails have 
been established, but not every member has moved onto the new system; and, that 
a new defibrillator was now at the container at the Burntwood awaiting fitting by the 
football Club. 
 
18/10/6     REPORTS 
6.1   County Councillor’s Report 
Employment vacancies are rising across the local area – specifically in relation to 
online, retail, hospitality and bespoke vacancies. 300 refugee families from 
Afghanistan have now been accommodated in the local area, and the  Council is 
working with those families to integrate them into a long term, settled position. There 
is to be a Strategic Review of the Care Home market following recent reports that 
there have been a number of failings, and this will help to ensure that the local offer 
can adequately meet the demands of those who are in need of this type of service. 

 
Localised COVID-19 infection rates are now at 535 per 100,000; however, this is 
largely among the 11 – 18 age group. 
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The Highways Department has carried out 417 new repairs, and received a further 
206 new reports. Grids in Broom Lea have now been jet washed, and a camera has 
been authorised to investigate blockages in the area. 

 
A new Scoping Paper is being released consisting of an options appraisal for 
delivery of Supported Adult Services. 

 
C/Cllr Northcott was asked for an update on the feasibility study concerning a new 
pelican crossing for Loggerheads. It had determined that greater evidence of need 
should be established.  Cllr Northcott advised the Council to write to C/Cllr David 
Williams as the portfolio holder for Highways in relation to the lack of response to a 
request for a meeting with the Highways Officer to discuss road safety in 
Loggerheads. 
 
 
 
6.2   Borough Councillors’ Reports 
A new consultation concerning the Issues and Options for the Local Plan which 
includes the use of both brownfield and greenfield sites is to go live on 1st November 
2021, for 6 weeks and several workshops are being arranged to explain the short-
growth, medium-growth and high-growth effects of the options being considered. 
 
The Head of Planning at NuLBC will be moving on after only a short time at the 
authority, and the intention is to seek a replacement for the post. 
 
In relation to the Future High Street Fund, advanced funding was given to the Hub 
promoting access to apprenticeships. 
 
Step On, which is a vocational mental health service based in Hanley, will be running 
employability workshops this Friday to offer support with CV writing and interview 
techniques. 
 
The Borough Council are considering a number of sites for use by travellers under 
the Local Plan, which states that no less than 7 new sites are required.  
 
18/10/7     FINANCIAL MATTERS 
(i)     ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL  
 
On the proposal of Cllr Vallings, seconded by Cllr Hodgkins, the meeting resolved 
that the following invoices be paid: 
 

Date Details Amount Approved 

15/09/2021 Carrera Website Hosting – Sept 2021 £52.00 BACS  

25/10/2021 K Watkins Clerk Salary Oct 2021 £1,119.84 BACS 

30/09/2021 R Latham – Sept 2021 £97.74 BACS 

30/09/2021 
P Martin – play area inspection & repairs Sept 
2021 

£556.70 BACS 

16/09/2021 BT – Phone/Internet  Sept 21 £59.99 DD 
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30/09/2021 Perennial Landscapes Ltd – Sept 2021 £663.43 BACS 

21/09/2021 Zoom license renewal £109.58 Card 

13/09/2021 Safety Signs 4 Less – CCTV signs £30.24 Card 

22/09/2021 GB Recruitment – LCVS DBS check £20.40 BACS 

25/09/2021 Autela Payroll Services Ltd – payroll Q2 £50.40 BACS 

28/09/2021 Hales Sawmills – bark Tadgedale play area £199.80 Card 

29/09/2021 Amazon – printer cartridges  £20.00 Card 

30/09/2021 Grooms Gardening – Tinkers Lane £580.00 BACS 

30/09/2021 SJ Cleaning Services – Containers Sept 2021 £30.00 BACS 

02/10/2021 Amazon – cleaning materials Containers £9.25 Card 

30/09/2021 E-on Next – electricity Containers Sept 2021 £2.92 DD 

06/10/2021 
Ashley Methodist Church – hire for meetings July-
Sept 21 

£140.00 BACS 

15/10/2021 Grooms Gardening – allotments hedge £250.00 BACS 

08/10/2021 Andrew Roycroft – goal post Knighton £534.00 BACS 

 
It was noted that there was no budget set in 2021/22 for room hire, this would be 
considered when the budget is set for 2022/23; the payment for the goal post for 
Knighton at £534.00 was more than the quotation and that agreed by the Council, 
this was due to the significant increase in the cost of materials and was accepted by 
the meeting.  
 
(ii)    INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 
Members noted an updated income and expenditure account for the month ending 
30th September 2021, and VAT reclaim for April – September 2021 of £1956.72. 

 
(iii)   SECTION 137 GRANT APPLICATION 
 
The meeting considered a grant application under Section 137 from Hales & District 
Club for replacing the oil-fired boiler and storage tank at a total cost of £7,240.00.  
 
On the proposal of Cllr Vallings, seconded by Cllr Swetman, the meeting resolved to 
proceed with a grant of £3,000.00. 
 
(iv)   STAFFORDSHIRE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 
 
The meeting considered the renewal of the annual subscription for the Staffordshire 
Playing Fields Association for 2021/22 for £20.00 and on the proposal of Cllr 
Coulson, seconded by Cllr Swetman, the meeting resolved to proceed. 
 
(v)    GRIT   

 
The meeting considered the provision of gritting arrangements for winter 2021/22. 
This is over and above the service provided by Staffordshire County Council on A 
roads. The contractor used in previous years would apply an increase in cost to 
provide the grit run service this year, with a grit run costing £375.00 +VAT, with a 
minimum cost of £2680.00+ VAT for the year .It was noted that if the contract was 
renewed there was a requirement to purchase  29 tonnes of grit for the grit runs. 
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There is enough grit in stock to restock the grit bins.   It was noted that the budget 
was for £2500, this would be considered when budget setting for 2022/23. 
On the proposal of Cllr Vallings, seconded by Cllr Hodgkins, the meeting resolved to 
continue with the provision of grit runs and restocking of Parish Council owned grit 
bins, to purchase 29 tonnesof grit and to renew the contract at a minimum cost of 
£2680.00 + VAT and to commission the restocking of the Parish Council owned grit 
bins 
 
18/10/8    PLAY AREA ANNUAL INSPECTION 2021  
 
The meeting was updated on the requirements from the annual inspection of the play 
areas. It was noted that maintenance of Tadgedale Play Area now consists of new 
bark, a replacement screw on the swing set, at Bell Orchard new edging following 
some recent vandalism and that rotting wooden stumps are kept under review and 
being replaced as and when required. 
 
18/10/9    FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS 
 
The meeting considered the frequency of meetings of the Council in the context of 
suspending certain meetings, or moving to bi-monthly meetings. 
Before the fire station was available at no charge for meeting use  the Parish Council 
had been meeting at a number of locations around the Parish, in all 4 wards. It was 
felt that this was a positive step in engaging the attendance of local residents, and 
that a return to venues such as the Hales Club or Knighton Village Hall could now be 
appropriate following the easing of restrictions, and pending the availability of those 
venues.  On the proposal of Cllr Vallings, seconded by Cllr Hodgkins the meeting 
resolved to rotate meetings around venues in the 4 wards of the parish. 
A return to virtual meetings was discussed for those Councillors and residents who 
may still be either at risk or vulnerable, but unfortunately the current legislation 
around meetings does not support this. The need for a Finance Committee to be 
held a week before a full Council meeting was discussed.  
 
On the proposal of Cllr Swetman, seconded by Cllr Coulson, the meeting resolved to 
suspend meetings of the Finance Committee and to maintain the monthly meeting 
cycle for Full Council pending further review. 
 
18/10/10   AWARDS 
  
The meeting considered the rejuvenation of the Community Service Awards scheme 
or similar, and the timing of such awards, but resolved to defer the item to next  
meeting of Full Council. 
 
18/10/11 UPDATE FROM OUTSIDE BODIES & COMMITTEES/WORKING 
GROUPS 
 
Cllr Fox reported that St Mary’s school wish to build an extra room for Nursery 
children.  
 
Cllr Swetman had attended the Helicopter Liaison Group meeting by Zoom where it 
was reported that there are now 11,900 complaints of helicopter noise for the current 
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date in 2021. It is thought that a large number of these complaints have come from 
the Shropshire area, and that the increased complaints coincide with more people 
working from home during hours whereby they would not have normally heard the 
noises. 
 
Cllr Chamberlain reported that the Commemoration  Working Group are underway 
with planning local activity for the Queens Platinum Jubilee which will consist of 
lighting a beacon, and are currently considering a number of potential sites, of which 
one would Hugo Meynell school. It was noted that the Jubilee celebrations fall during 
school holidays, and that a volunteer keyholder may be required to ensure access to 
the facility and use of  toilet facilities. 
 
Cllr Letts reported on a recent webinar which was run by the Staffordshire 
Association of Parish Councils. It was noted that the focus was on health and 
wellbeing, and that Staffordshire County Council are currently assessing a number of 
health and wellbeing related apps which can be recommended to help those who 
feel they would benefit from the use of them. 
 
18/10/12   CORRESPONDENCE 
 
A summary of correspondence received at the Parish Council office between 21st 
September 2021 – 18th October 2021including: 
A letter which the Clerk wrote to the retiring Chief Fire Officer thanking her for 
service. It was noted that a return letter had been received to thank the Parish 
Council for their kind gesture. 
 
Sutton on Tern Parish Council had  requested a meeting regarding the lack of 
progress on the application to register a bridle path at Hollins Lane. Cllrs Sedgeley 
and Claydon volunteered to take the lead  concerning Hollins Lane.  The North 
Staffordshire Bridleways Association was also interested in establishing contact. Cllr 
Fox volunteered to contact the North Staffordshire Bridleways Association.   
 
An invitation from Silverdale Parish Council to attend a virtual meeting for discussion 
of a recently released Options Paper by Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council. 
 
An invitation from Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council to attend a meeting 
concerning a Landscape Character Assessment. It was noted that the meeting is to 
be held at 10am on 11th November 2021. The Parish Council will write to the 
Borough Council for the purpose of advising that timing of the meeting would be 
inappropriate for those who will be attending Remembrance events. 
 
The resident who has the ongoing complaint with the Borough Council  in relation to 
the new development  on Eccleshall Road has submitted a reminder to the Borough 
that the complaint is outstanding 
 
The Henry Angel James Memorial Trust has awarded a grant to purchase a 
defibrillator for the Parish Council for the football field. The Clerk advised that Market 
Drayton Action for Health had already provided a defibrillator  for this location. The 
meeting was asked to consider alternative locations should the Charity still be willing 
to provide a further defibrillator, with two possible options being either the Hales Club 
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or Knighton Village Hall.  It was agreed that Hales Club would be a good location as 
it is adjacent to the Cricket Pitch and had electric supply to the external wall.  The 
Clerk would write to the Trust and request a change in location for the defibrillator 
 
18/10/13   MATTERS REQUIRING ATTENTION WITHIN THE PARISH 
 
The following matters were considered: 
 
A bridge on the way to Lloyd Farm, Hales had been damaged by a fallen tree some 
five years ago, and there is potential safety over the fact this is yet to be repaired. 
The Clerk will confirm the current status of the bridge repair through the online 
Highways system and report back. 
 
Concerns were raised relating to a property in Ashley (Top Rock Road), which has 
installed either lights or reflectors on the gable end, and is felt to be a potential safety 
risk when driving at night due to the effects mimicking those of oncoming headlights 
on the wrong side of the road.   
 
 

    18/10/14   DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS  
Finance Committee will not be held due to these meetings being suspended 

until further notice 
Full Council Monday 15th November at 7pm Hales & District Club 
 
Meeting closed at 20:55 pm. 
 
 
 
 

     Signed: ………………………………    CHAIR 
 


