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Benn Minshall

It's all change with the admin at Loggerheads Parish Council. We're saying goodbye to

Karen Watkins, who served as clerk for 8 years and it's hello to Benn Minshall.

The chair of the Parish Council writes:  I should like to thank Karen Watkins for all she has

achieved in her tenure as Loggerheads Parish Clerk. Karen, with help from the Parish

Councillors, completed and submitted our 'Neighbourhood Plan' to the Borough Council

- a huge endeavour! 

She has been instrumental in the provision of the changing room cabins  for the football

players at the Burntwood.  Karen got the Community News electronic version off the

ground generating  a lot of content as well as organising distribution of the paper

version. She helped to organise many community events: the Parish Festival, the beacon

lighting for the 100th anniversary of end of WW1.

These are just a few of her accomplishments - all done whilst maintaining the effcient

running of the Parish Council offce. Karen has contributed greatly to the community and

appreciate and we celebrate her endeavours.

Good luck for the future.

J. M Hodgkins
Chair Loggerheads PC

Karen Watkins MBE

Although retired from her post as clerk to the Parish Council, Karen will still be playing

an active part in community life.  She's taken on the role of Chair of the Loggerheads

and District Befrienders. We wish her well in in the new role.



THE QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE  CELEBRATION

Beacon to be lit at sunset on 2nd June 2021 

at 
Hugo Meynell School

Loggerheads PC is leading the community celebration with a fre beacon to be lit 

at sunset on 2nd June 2022 to mark the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Our beacon will

be one of about 1500 that will be lit at the same time all across the country to 

mark the event.

More news to follow later on Loggerheads Parish Council web and face book pages.

Loggerheads Remembers

This large metal basket was frst used

at Whitehouse Farm as a fre beacon

in November 2018 to mark the 100

years since the end of the WW1.

The following year the beacon was

moved to the  crossroads, flled with

fowers to become a memorial area for

the village. The memorial area is for

those who not only died in the service

of their country, but also to remember

those who served their community in

other ways.

In November, decorated pebbles were arranged on the the ground in front of the

basket to spell out the number 100. Thanks to Ashley Cubs & Scouts for painting

and arranging the stones.

The rim of the basket was also neatly covered in red remembrance poppies. Our

thanks to Suzanne Tyson-Butterworth who not only dressed the memorial basket,

but inventively hand crafted every poppy you see. The petals are made from the

spray painted dimpled bottoms of soft drink bottles; the fower-centres from black

bottle caps, wired in position. 

All together it made for a simple but moving tribute for the village.



Community Groups

With lockdown restrictions easing, life will be slowly getting back to normal. Many of our local

groups have been marking time or, if they've kept going, operated in a much changed COVID-

compliant way. In this edition of the Community News [CN] we give a signifcant amount of

space to volunteer organisations and local interest groups. We will, over the coming year,

highlight a number of our voluntary groups to give you a better idea of what they do and you

can get involved.

Local Voluntary Groups

There are a number of voluntary organisations all quietly working to improve the quality of

community life in all sorts of ways. All make a contribution in making life a bit better for those

who need a service or simply want to share in what they do. Whether it's befriending, picking

litter, running the library hub, taking patients to medical appointments, running the village halls,

maintaining the nature reserve, giving a frst response to medical emergencies, health walks,

organising scouts, guides & brownies, running the history society, revitalising the football club. 

Special Interest Groups

In parallel to the voluntary organisations, there a small number of groups that cater for specifc

interests. Some fairly recently set up, Loggerheads Art & Crafts Collective, and the Stay & Play

mum & toddler group.

The key point is that they all bring beneft to the community in some way and are usually kicked

off by someone with an idea or particular skill that they want to share. Once publicised it often

reveals a hitherto hidden need that often gets a positive response from the community.

Role of the Community News

One of the roles of the CN is to encourage community development.  We would also like to

publicise suggestions and ideas that you may have for starting up interest groups / activities

that bring people together for a common purpose. We can give your ideas an airing in the CN. 

Suggestions included wine tasting and chess. We're looking both for ideas and above all,

someone to kick things off – when they do who knows where it might lead?

Loggerheads Arts & Crafts Collective Art Classes at the Methodist Chapel

We have regular sessions on the 1st & 3rd  Wednesday of each month 7 - 9pm  at Ashley

Methodist Church, Wesleyan Road, TF9 4JT. The regular classes cost £4.

We also hold workshops, on average, every 2 months. Our last was in early February so we'll be

looking at sometime in April to have our next one. The workshops cost £9, which includes all

materials for the workshop, hall hire and refreshments. A £5 deposit is required to secure a

place, so don't miss out! 

Although we make a charge our aim is simply to cover costs. Any proft goes to the mental

health charity mind. MIND, which is the Co-op's national charity this year. 



Ashley Memorial Hall – the future's looking brighter!

About 12 months ago, and after many years of long service, the hall committee decided to

collectively stand down, leaving the future of Memorial Hall and community asset uncertain.

Our thanks to the new volunteers who, in 2021 stepped forward, formed a new committee to

both manage and breathe new life back into Ashley Memorial Hall.

Anne McClean is chair, Mark Sherwen, vice chair, Debra Wellard, treasurer & 

Debbie Bennett secretary. email: debbiebennett@ashleymemorialhall.org

The offcers come from a wide range of professions, bringing a wealth of experience to the

management of the hall as a charitable organisation. The new committee is excited about the

possibilities for the hall and want to hear your views, feedback and thoughts please about what

you want to see moving forward. With this in mind, they would greatly welcome members of

our community to contribute to a survey which will help inform plans and ultimately shape the

future of our Community Hall. Please visit www.ashleymemorialhall.com  for a link to both to the

survey and a whole lot more! The website has been revitalised and is easy to navigate. Please

have a look to see  what's on offer, anything from: dance classes, bowls, badminton, yoga, table

tennis and dog training, to name but a few!

Drop in sessions:

If you prefer to give your views face to face, the hall will be open to the community for drop in 

sessions with members of the committee:

Feb 19th 15:00 – 16:00,  March 8th   19:30 – 20:30, &  March 12th  15-00 – 16.00.

Ashley  Art Group at the Memorial Hall

One activity about to begin is Ashley Art Group, run by former art teacher, Tania Paling-

Sparkes. The frst session was held on 8th Feb at Ashley Memorial Hall. The plan is to start a

group where art is actually taught. It's a structured approach that starts with the basics of art

such as the colour wheel and mark making, to then progress and develop drawing and painting

skills. The plan is to meet on the second & last Tuesday of the month, leaving people time to

practice and even do some homework if they want to. Sessions run from 9.30 - 11.30am and

cost £10 – tea and biscuits are included.

An exhibition to celebrate the group's work is planned: 12th July at Ashley Memorial Hall.

Tania can be contacted on tpalingsparkes@gmail.com or visit her website: www.tangible.gallery

Stay and Play group at the Memorial Hall

This is a group for parents and children run every Thursday from 9.30 -11.30 am. It's £3 for 1

child and £4 for a family with 2 or more children. We supply a snack and juice for the children

and biscuits and hot drinks for the grownups. Every week we do a craft activity and once a

month we have messy play.

We are also looking for volunteers to help out at the playgroup each week please. The good

news is that you don't have to commit every week, it can just be once a month and, you don't

even have to have children at the playgroup - so grandparents are welcome to help.

If you want to know more or volunteer please email Shenton1974@gmail.com



Memorial bench for the late Jenny Hodgkiss

Many of you will recall the 'lovely lady' Jenny who worked in the Co-op who sadly died in

2020.  She was pretty well a fxture in the Loggerheads shop for many years and

remembered for just being herself; always friendly, helpful and with a ready smile. She

will be missed by many.

The community want to remember Jenny and it was thanks to Mandy and the team at

Loggerheads  Co-op who suggested that a memorial bench be installed outside the

shop for public use. 

What followed was a real community effort; the CO-OP kicked things off in the late

Summer with a £100 donation from the staff and the Parish Council provided the bench.

Thanks to Graeme Cheshire Landscapes installed it and gave their labour at no charge in

memory of Jenny, Terry King, Foundry Director of Meighs and Westleys (and chairman of

the Loggerheads Allotments group) designed and supplied the memorial plaque, Karen

and the team at the Parish Council for their help in organising the work. 

In November, with support from the CO-OP Community Fund, a fower box was installed

next to Jenny's seat that will be planted up twice yearly with fowers.  



                              Loggerheads CO-OP - reaching out to the community

Co-op: Causes for Local Groups - why not apply to be one?

The CO-OP has a simple and laudable aim: to make the local area a better place to live,

work and play. Each year the Co-op encourages applications from local community

groups for its Co-op Causes Fund. Around Autumn time, the Co-op chooses at least the

3 local groups to support.

Support takes the form of fundraising through the use of your Co-op membership card.

Local customers select the cause they wish to support and, every time Co-op members

buy selected Co-op branded products and services, 2p for every pound spent goes on

your card and the same goes to the 3 chosen local causes. 

In 2021 Loggerheads Pickers & Planters,

Hugo Meynell & St Mary's Schools were

the 3 local organisations to beneft from

the CO-OP Community Fund. 

This is Pickers & Planters receiving their

cheque in November 2021 having

provided a fower box next to Jenny's

memorial seat. The photo also shows

Jenny's family planting up the box for a

display in Spring 2022 in her memory.

Money is also raised by the sale of carrier bags.  So please make sure you scan your Co-

op card every time you visit the store,  the more you spend, the more goes to your

chosen cause.

How it works: you have to frst make an application to the Co-op. Any local group can

apply and are encouraged to do so. Applications open for a few weeks in May 2022,

with the successful groups notifed later in the Autumn. This is the link that gives further

information on what you need to do to apply:  causes coop.co.uk

You can make an application if your Project: enables people to access food and co-

operate together to feed everyone; helps improve people’s mental wellbeing; and offers

young people opportunities to develop new skills and make a difference in their

community.

New Community notice boards at the Co-op 

The noticeboards on the wall at the Co-op for the Parish Council and the community

have been replaced with new smart and tidy ones. If you wish to place a community

notice  please take it into the library and the volunteers will put it on the noticeboard.



Two new defbrillators has been provided in the community

In Loggerheads, our thanks go to Drayton Action for Health  for the grant to buy

the defbrillator and thanks also to Loggerheads Football Club for ftting the

equipment to the container on the Burntwood.

       Loggerheads Football Club The 2nd defbrillator  is      Hales Club

on the outside wall at 

the Hales Club. 

This time thanks to 

Henry Angell-James 

Memorial Trust, 

a Shropshire based 

charity organisation.

New goal post at Knighton

Thanks to the Parish Council for providing this

new goalpost at Knighton which was set up in

a feld adjacent to the old railway line. It

affords a fresh opportunity for sport and

exercise in the village. 

The Breslin family were the 'movers and

shakers' here. Henry, a young resident from

Knighton, made the initial request for a

goalpost and he, with the help of family ftted

the post. Thanks to another parish resident,

Andrew Roycroft who made the posts. 

Loggerheads Voluntary Car Scheme – thanks to our new volunteers

This is an important local door-to-door service run by volunteers and available to all

residents. The service is aimed at residents who have a medical related appointment but

no means of their own to travel to it. 

During lockdown we lost a number of volunteer drivers so that when we restarted we

were pretty stretched! We thought, for the frst time, we may have to turn patients away.

That fear has eased substantially in the last weeks, when we've nearly doubled our

number of volunteer drivers. There's still room for more! The commitment isn't great -

it's even less now with our new drivers - typically a few hours a month taking patients to

their appointments.  If you want to volunteer but not sure, please speak to Bob Dickson

on 07973 463503 

If you need transport please call Una on: 07523 512934



Drone fying

Did you receive a drone for Xmas? Please read this advice from RAF Shawbury who

recently contacted Loggerheads Parish Council.   Drones are a great piece of  kit, but

we need to share the air, safely and responsibly by following the Civil Aviation Authority

Drone and Model Aircraft Code. 

This is particularly relevant in Loggerheads as we have drone users and we're regularly

overfown at low altitudes by helicopters from RAF Shawbury. Flight training can be as

down to 100ft, well below the 400ft maximum for drone.

• Point 3 of the Drone and Model Aircraft Code says “Always look and listen out

for other aircraft that may be flying below 400ft, such as air ambulances,

police helicopters, and low-flying military aircraft.”

Help us to all stay safe by being extra vigilant when fying in Shropshire and surrounding

areas, and if you can, bring a friend or family member to keep a lookout too.

• You can fnd the Drone and Model Aircraft Code at: The Drone and Model Aircraft

Code | UK Civil Aviation Authority (caa.co.uk)

• Find out how we can work together to share the air safely in Shropshire and

surrounding areas at the "Drone Section" of: https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-

organisation/stations/raf-shawbury/fying-info/

ASHLEY YOUNG 
FARMERS

Ages 10-28 welcome!

JOIN US: 1st March at the Chetwode Arms, Pipegate.

YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A YOUNG FARMER TO BE A YOUNG FARMER

    @ashleyyfc_

             @ashleyyoungfarmers

For more information: 
         Liv Lockett       07450 705647
         Liv Larsson        07889 488018
         Danny Emmott    07949 530498



Loggerheads Library

We're fortunate, being a small community, to have retained our local library. It is

thanks to its dedicated team of volunteer staff that our village library remains

open.  The volunteers have done a great job in keeping the library going with

Covid compliant arrangements in place.

Library opening hours

Tuesdays & Fridays from 2:00 pm until 4:30 pm 

Saturday from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.

The library currently have 6 volunteers who are coping well, but would welcome

further enquiries from interested people.

Volunteering is fexible to suit the individual and everyone is very friendly and

welcoming. 

For further information, call the library on 01630  673117 or if you're 

out and about please pop in during opening hours and have a chat. 

Volunteers to help to deliver the Community News

Can you help with delivery please? We have for the last 2 years produced an

electronic version of the Community News, however, this May we plan to produce

a hard copy and deliver it door to door. The advantage with a paper copy is that

we reach residents who are not internet savvy.

We aim to deliver over 2500 copies of the Community News, to every house in

the parish. The logistics are quite demanding but rather than have a small number

of volunteers with large rounds,  we instead spread the load; lots of volunteers

delivering small numbers close to where they live.

We know over the last 2 years, we've lost some volunteers and need your help

please. Numbers to be delivered are small, typically the average round is 30 - 40

homes, usually on your road or very local to where you live.  It takes about 1 hour

and this year 2 deliveries are planned for May and December. 

Please contact the clerk on 01630 673426 or email

 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com   if you can help.



Loggerheads & District Befrienders 

It’s been nearly 2 years since the frst lockdown when face-to-face contact was

either not possible or severely curtailed. The irony was that many of our

volunteers who helped out at Befrienders had themselves to isolate and shield.  

Rather than do nothing, The Befrienders, wondered if they could help could help

in other ways.  One key area quickly identifed was that many local people would

struggle to do everyday things like shopping and collecting their prescriptions. 

New shopping and prescription collection service

Based on the valuable experience  of co-ordinating a local shopping and

prescription collection service that ran through lockdown in  2020/21. Befrienders

are now launching a new local prescriptions and/or get shopping service. 

The aim is to give people some immediate help, particularly for those coming out

of hospital. 

Help would be provided on a short-term basis. The aim is to assist people at a

time when they  most need it.  

For more information, please phone:- 07523 512934.

Activities for 2022

We are continuing our monthly programme whilst bearing in mind current COVID 

guidelines. 

Coffee mornings on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays of the month

Silver Diners’ lunches on the 2nd Friday

The coffee mornings at Ashley Methodist Church from 10.00 to 12.00

   Our Befrienders enjoying Christmas lunch 

   at the Memorial Hall in December 2021



Ashley and Loggerheads Garden and Nature Club

The revamped group will be  holding a series of talks on a wide variety topics that

are often timely for the gardening year. 

Programme to May 2022

       1st March       Dougie Mac (Stoke): an insight into how they grow produce 

                              for the kitchen and maintain the gardens on a limited budget.

       5th April         Perfect Pots and Creative Containers by Phil Smith.

       3rd May          Britain in Bloom judge

Our meetings are held on the frst Tuesday of each month (except January)

commencing 7.30 pm in Ashley Memorial Hall, Gravelly Hill, Ashley, TF9 4PN.

Annual Membership is £20 or £35 per couple. Non-members welcome £5.00 per

lecture. 

You can fnd us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ashleygardenguild2021

Email:   ashleyandloggerheadsgn@gmail.com   

Blore Rural District History Society

The group meets monthly, usually on the 2nd Monday at 7.30 pm

 Ashley Methodist Church, Wesleyan Road, Ashley, TF9 4JT

Visiting speakers with expertise in a broad range of historical areas will give a

short talk, followed by a question and answer session and opportunity for general

discussion. The aim is to provide both an informative and enjoyable social night.

This is the programme for the next 5 months. Suggestions for future topics are

also welcomed.

14th February 2022  Jan Pownall            “Ashley through Terry Hodgkiss’s eyes”

14th March 2022      Mark Hinsley  “Battle of Blore Heath and latest information”

11th April  2022        Margaret Thompstone     “Little Moreton Hall”

 9th  May 2022          Steve Booth          “The RAF Fauld Explosion”

13th June 2022        David Bunn             “Wartime Airfields in Staffordshire”



1st Ashley Scouts 
 --––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Canoeing, climbing, camping, badges,

making new friends, helping playing,

abesiling, fundraising, painting, acting......

whatever you like doing Scouts, make it

happen.

So if you are between 10½ & 14½ come

and join us.

We meet every Friday 7.30pm until 9pm 

At Hugo Meynell Primary School.

Leader:  Scott Brown        

Email:  1stashleyscouts@gmail.com

       SCOUTS

 

@ 2018  The Scout Association.    Registered Charities:

Nos. 306101 [England & Wales], SCO 38438 [Scotland]

The Winter Wonderland in the Fairy Forest 

Once again thanks to Fiona Rolfe for brightening our lives

up with the creation of the Xmas Fairy Forest and

installation of the 'Bee Hive'. Thanks to all those who

contributed with their own hand-crafted additions making

it a special place for families and children to visit and enjoy

Fiona's wonderfully inventive ideas not only turned a small

ordinary-looking wooded glade into a 'magic forest', she

actively engaged  the wider community; children were

encouraged to bring along their own hand crafted

decorations and add it to the display just how and where

they wanted!

There was a nice touch for children who hadn't time to make a decoration and

who could still make a contribution. There was a free basket of baubles and hooks

that children could dip into and leave their own mark on the forest.



Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station, Market Drayton Road, 

Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ 

Telephone: 01630 – 673426 

loggerheadspc@btconnect.com 

Clerk to the Council: Benn Minshall 

www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk 

Facebook page: Loggerheads Parish Council

Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm on third Monday of the month. 

Ashley Ward: Loggerheads Ward: Mucklestone Ward: 

Cllr. Bob Dickson Cllr. Donald Butterworth Cllr. Katie Letts

Cllr. Sue Fox Cllr. Dave Coulson Cllr. Graham Sedgley

Cllr. Bunty Hodgkins Cllr. Leah-Marie Gibson Cllr. Jim Vallings 

Cllr. Michael Lee Cllr. Pat Henshaw Tyrley Ward: 

Cllr. Dave Swan Cllr. Ed Martin Cllr. Roy Claydon

 Cllr. Andy Swetman Cllr. Harry Roberts

Vacancy Cllr Tracey Swinnerton

Vacancy

Your County Councillor: Paul Northcott  Mob: 07900 600009 

County matters - email paul.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk   

Borough matters – email paul.northcott@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

                                     barry.panter@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Parish Council Elections May 2022

The time is fast approaching for the next Council elections which will be held in 

May 2022. If you have any interest in standing as a Parish Councillor please watch 

the noticeboards, Parish Council  website and Facebook page for information 

about how to  apply.


