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Loggerheads Community Fire Station 
Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ 

Telephone:  01630 673426 
Email:  loggerheadspc@btconnect.com 

Web: www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 21st March 2022 AT 7PM 
 At Ashley Methodist Church 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs Hodgkins (Chair), Coulson, Sedgley, Butterworth, Fox, Vallings, 

Claydon, Roberts, Swinnerton, Swan, Swetman, Martin and Henshaw 
 
ALSO PRESENT: B Minshall (Clerk); Cllr Northcott (Borough and County Council); Cllr 
   Panter (Borough Council                  

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

 A resident addressed the meeting to state that correspondence has 
been sent to the owners of a disused building in Ashley with a 
proposal to repurpose as accommodation for Ukrainian refugees. As 
the building is privately owned, there is no obligation to do this, and 
would result in associated costs of overheads and staffing. The Clerk 
will write to the property owners on behalf of the residents of the 
parish to support the proposal. 

   
21/03/1      APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Letts, Gibson and Lee; and, PCSO 
Hodgkinson 

 
21/03/2     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
        

      There were no declarations of Members’ interests. 
 
21/03/3     PLANNING 

     (i) To consider the following applications (and any others that arrive at the Parish 
Council office between date agenda set and date of meeting): 

 
Application No: 22/00138/FUL  
Application:  Removal of existing porch - single storey side extension and 
   rear extension 
Location:  1 St Johns Road, Ashley, Market Drayton 
 
Resolved:  NO OBJECTION   
 
Application No: 20/00567/NMA 

mailto:loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
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 Application:  Application for a non-material amendment relating to  
    alterations to planning permission 20/00567/FUL - Removal of 
    hung tiles to the south-east elevation and replaced with timber 
    cladding to the same spec as both the front and rear elevation, 
    removal of the mezzanine level and dormer window, Extension 
    floor level changed from -1200mm below FFL to - 700mm  
    below FFL. 

Location:  Fortunes, Chapel Lane, Hookgate  
 
Resolved:  NO OBJECTION 
 
Application No: 22/00145/FUL 
Application:  Construction of 2 storey single family dwelling house 
Location:   The Villa Birks Drive Ashley Heath 
 
Resolved:  To OBJECT to this application based on the following grounds: 

 

  The site is outside the Loggerheads Village envelope and does 
 not meet the exceptions for policy LNPG1 of the Loggerheads 
 Neighbourhood Plan for sites outside the Village Envelope. 

 

  The proposed access on the corner of the plot at the point 
 where Birks Drive meets Tower Road will mean that visibility is 
 obscured; this is not a safe location for an access. 

 

  The proposed dwelling would have a harmful impact on the 
 appearance and character of the area which is the Ashley 
 Heath, with large spacious plots. 

 

  The proposed site is covered I trees which are part of the 
 character of the Heath and more than half would have to be 
 removed for this house. 

 
Application No: 22/00177/FUL 

 Application:  Construction of portal frame agricultural building extension to 
    cover existing collecting yard area to milking parlour 

Location:  Park House Farm, Park Lane, Ashley 

   
Resolved:  NO OBJECTION 
 
Application No: 22/00033/FUL 
Application:  Change of use to land from Agricultural use to form Rescue 
   Animal Sanctuary. Erection of Steel frame Barn on the land 
   to house rescue animals 

 Location:  Land to the South of Newcastle Road and West of School  

    Lane Ashley 
 
Resolved:  To OBJECT to this application based on the following grounds: 
 

 LNPP1: New developments must demonstrate high  

  standards of design to either compliment or  
  mitigate the impact on building design and  
  use of  materials; spaces; landscaping; size and 
  scale; attractive, safe and convenient  
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  environments; green infrastructure buffer to  
  interface between urban and rural; and,  
  comprise site-specific solutions such as well-
  screened storage space for bins, waste matter 
  and prevention of run-off. 

 

 LNNP2: Local character and heritage of the surrounding 

  area will be effected; unless the development 
  can demonstrate consideration for the  
  immediate context of character, heritage and 
  diversity created by a number of listed buildings 

  

 LNPP3: The open and green character of the space  

  will be compromised; and, that there needs to 
  be greater demonstration as to how the  
  community, wildlife, amenity and other values 
  as a local greenspace will be protected or  
  enhanced. 

 

 LNPT1: The point of access is a minor road adjoining 

  the A53 and so there must be greater  
  demonstration for ensuring that there is no  
  significant negative impact on road safety and 
  traffic congestion through provision of safe and 
  suitable access for both vehicles and  
  pedestrians. 

 
  ii)   To note the following applications have been permitted by NuLBC: 
 

Application No: 21/01162/FUL 
 Application:  Single storey extension 
 Location:  2 Mount Pleasant Loggerheads 

Application No: 21/00838/FUL 
 Application:  Erection of car port and front extension 
 Location:  Greengates Pinewood Drive Loggerheads 

Application No: 21/01112/COU 
 Application:  Change of use from Dance Studio to a convenience store  
    with off-licence facility 
 Location:  Unit 1 The Crossways Market Drayton Road Loggerheads 

Application No: 21/01133/FUL 
 Application:  Extension over garage and construction of new dormer  
    windows 
 Location:  Highfield Chapel Lane Hookgate Market Drayton 

Application No: 15/00015/OUT 
 Application:  15/00015/CN05: Land Contamination Assessment 
    15/00015/CN06: Detailed Remediation Scheme 
    15/00015/CN09: Analysis of Imported Soil 
 Location:  Tadgedale Quarry Mucklestone Road Loggerheads  

  

 Application No: 21/00942/FUL 
 Application:  2 Swedish Houses  
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 Location:  Charnes Road Ashley 
 
 Noted:   The above applications have been approved by NuLBC. 

 
21/03/04 MINUTES 
 
Resolved: On the proposal of Cllr Coulson, and seconded by Cllr Henshaw  that the  

  minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st February 2022 be approved and 
  signed as a correct record of proceedings. 

 
21/03/5     MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 

 The previous minutes refer to clarification being sought in relation to the 
village boundary, but the meeting was advised that there had been no 
progress on this to date, and the Clerk will make enquiries to the relevant 
Authority. 

 
21/03/6     REPORTS 
 
21/03/6.1   County Councillor’s Report – Cllr Northcott 
        
       Cllr Northcott reported the following to the meeting: - 
 
Ukrainian Crisis 

The Council has been preparing and coordinating volunteers and charities for the reception 
of refugees, which has been active since the Afghan Crisis. There has been a very active 
register of those who wish to directly home refugees under the government sponsored grant 
scheme. Both the Borough and County Councils are committed to assist and help place 
those need whereby Newcastle has been very active. Storage has been secured for items 
which have been donated and collected.  
 
COVID Outbreak Board 

Targeted community testing will continue until 31st March; with free universal rapid testing 
will end in England on 1st April. 
 
The recent high level of cases across all sectors is having an effect on all business and 
service delivery as a result of reduced workforce numbers. 
 
Fourth vaccinations will be offered to the most medically vulnerable such as those with 
cancer. 
 
Staff and Students in Schools no longer had to carry out weekly testing from 21st February. 
 
People who test positive for COIVD-19 will no longer be legally required to self-isolate from 
the 24th February, but are encourages to still do so. 
 
2022/23 Budget 
The County Council met on both 10th February and 17th March whereby the main part was 
the discussion and voting of the budget and council tax for 2022/23, and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy 2022 – 2027. The council tax for the forthcoming year has risen by 2.99% 
- an average tax rate of roughly £1,401.30 per property. 
Included in the budget is £93m from central government for highways maintenance, plus an 
extra £15.5m of funding from recent asset sales revenue. This is good news to help tackle 
some of the backlog of bigger jobs. 
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There are significant challenges to meet the provision adult and children social care; with a 
higher demand for Children Services, and overspend of £7.5m to meet growing demand for 
SEND support. 
 
There will be risks in the future to meet the government spending review from the White 
Paper in December 2021 due to a rise from £100k to £230,250 in capital assets, with people 
being charged before they have to pay their contribution, coupled with an £86k cap on the 
cost that people have to pay towards their care in their lifetimes. 
 
Storm Weather 
Staffordshire County has experienced the full force of storms and precipitation. There is 
higher than normal demand in terms of localised flooding – especially in the Newcastle Rural 
Division. 
 
Highways 

Locally, regarding the gully clearing work which was authorised to take place at the 
beginning of the month, the team has carried out extra work and has been busy in and 
around Loggerheads, Baldwin’s Gate and Madeley and where they could have dug out 
some grids which were not in their original brief. 
 
Pothole repairs are being carried out on a reduced basis due to weather and the part-time 
arrangements of staff moving over to their gritting responsibilities. There have been 267 
repairs, and 247 new reports. 
 
HS2 
There have been complaints of local road closures in Madeley, Whitmore and Baldwin’s 
Gate with little to no notice, and no notifications on the One.Network system which is having 
wider ramifications in terms of disruption. The Highways Department are having to inform 
residents that they have no knowledge of the works, and clearly communications need to 
improve, something which I have now taken up with the Portfolio Holder and HS2 Liaison 
Representatives. 
 
Job Vacancies and Apprenticeships 
It is positive news that job vacancies continue to rise cross the County with 2,000 jobs being 
created by ASOS and another 800 by Pets At Home. 
 
Meanwhile, the Staffordshire Means Back to Business Programme continues to deliver:- 

 290 Apprentices supported 

 250 companies supported with free training to cope with COVID restrictions 

 297 Students registered on the Ignite Learning Platform to become business 
entrepreneurs in their own right 

 7,000 Students received Ignite Lesson Plans 

 320 people supported through the Business Start-up Programme through 14 
Business Start-up Loans 

 

National Apprenticeship Week focused the skills and work being done in Staffordshire. In 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, the newly formed “Workshop” Hub has helped to facilitate this 
locally and is already proving effective. 
 
The Council is making £5,000 available to small businesses towards the costs of taking on 
an Apprentice. To date, 160 businesses have already applied. 
 
Queen’s Jubilee 
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee offers the opportunity for Staffordshire people to get involved. 
One example which has been forwarded to all Parish Councils in the Newcastle Division 
detailed Street Party arrangements in the event that Towns or Villages wish to close streets 
when hosting Street Parties of their own. 
 
Key Success for Staffordshire County Council in 2021/22 

 £390m of new growth in Staffordshire 

 10,000 new jobs; with 1,700 jobs coming from Chatterley Valley West, Newcastle – a 
43 hectare site with an added value benefit of £67m, and £60m of private sector 
investment – which was unlocked through a combination of County Council and 
Government funding 

 42,000 replacement LED streetlights 

 £6m of Start-up Business support 
 
21/03/6.2   Borough Councillors’ Reports – Cllrs Northcott and Panter 
 

       Cllrs Northcott and Panter reported the following to the meeting: - 
 

 A resident is awaiting an in-person meeting to discuss a mental health 
facility 

 NRLAP meeting – AGM – it was noted that there was unwillingness to 
recruit volunteers to positions, and it was considered to dissolve the 
LAP 

 Concerns about air pollution. Bus services are currently being 
reviewed, along with the current fleet being assessed to ascertain 
whether or not the environmental impact of the vehicles can be 
improved 

 There is to be a charity concert in both Stoke and Stoke Minster in aid 
of armed forces 

 A Northern Ireland Veteran has now had his mobility scooter replaced 
by the Royal Airforce Association. It was advised that contact be made 
with the Service Veterans Agency to obtain a full assessment of 
physical and financial aids 

 A resident in Baldwins Gate has requested that a planning application 
is called-in for objection 

 The Borough have opened a pop-up shop in Newcastle to receive 
donations which will go to Ukrainian residents and refuges 

 NuLBC has a land supply of more than 5 years, which will be reported 
to the Planning Committee next week (ask Cllr Northcott for figures) 

         
21/03/6.3   PCSO Report 
 
       PCSO Hodgkinson gave his apologies to the meeting due to work commitments, 
       and will endeavour to report to a future meeting. 
 
21/03/7     FINANCIAL MATTERS 
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(i) ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL  

 

Date Details Amount Approved 

25/03/2022 Clerk Salary £1,298.00 BACS 

17/03/2022 BT – Phone/Internet   £59.99 DD 

15/03/2022 Carrera – Website Hosting £52.00 BACS 

08/03/2022 Eon – Burntwood Utilities £32.54 DD 

25/02/2022 Groom’s Gardening – Heath Grove £265.00 BACS 

28/02/2022 P Martin – Play Area Inspection & Repairs £293.98 BACS 

04/03/2022 Viking Direct – Stationary  £59.52 CARD 

 £2,061.03  

  
 Resolved: On the proposal of Cllr Coulson, and seconded by Cllr Roberts to  

    make the payments as set out in the table above. 
 
 (ii) INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 

The meeting noted updated income and expenditure accounts for the months 
ending 28th February 2022. 

 
(iii)   KNIGHTON VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK 

       To receive an update in relation to Knighton Village Hall Car Park 
 
  Cllr Vallings provided the meeting with a verbal update concerning potential 

  works to improve the entrance at Knighton Village Hall. 3 contractors  
  attended the site to assess what was required. 

 
  The Clerk then advised that what had been submitted by those contractors 

  were estimates instead of quotes, with one referencing works which were not 
  relevant, and that as it was not land owned by the Parish Council that  
  permission may be required in order for the works to be carried out. 

 
  The Clerk will write to SCC to seek views on having the alterations carried 

  out, and ask for a contribution to the works 
 
    (iv)  SECTION 137 GRANT APPLICATION 

  
  There were no grant applications. 
 
21/03/8      UPDATE FROM OUTSIDE BODIES & COMMITTEES / WORKING  
  GROUPS 
 

 A new Chair is required for the Commemorations Working Group. In 
the meantime the Clerk will liaise with all existing members of the 
Working Group 
 

 Construction works to rebuild the walls at both the St. Mary’s School 
and the Church have been subject to additional works being required, 
are will therefore take longer than first anticipated. 

 

 A number of stiles in the parish for repair, and referenced a group 
called Market Drayton Ramblers who carry out repairs on footpaths, 
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and they have asked if the Parish Council would contribute towards 
the repairs. The Clerk will write to the relevant people at both the 
County Council and Market Drayton Ramblers with a view to bringing 
the item to the April meeting. 

 
21/03/9 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Parish Council have been made aware of reports on social media 
concerning potentially hazardous substances being discarded at 
Knighton Railway Cutting. The Clerk has made the Borough Council 
aware of this, and both Councils will continue to monitor the situation. 
Any Families or dog walkers who use the Railway Cutting should 
exercise caution, and report anything suspicious to the Parish Council. 
 

 The Parish Council received a letter stating that signs of wildlife at the 
Knighton Railway Cutting appear to be increasing, and that this should 
be carefully considered in terms of any grounds maintenance which is 
carried out in that area. 
 

21/03/10 MATTERS REQUIRING ATTENTION WITHIN THE PARISH 
 

   The following matters were considered: 
 

 The grid on the A53 between Wesleyan Road and Pinewood Road is 
currently rattling and in need of replacement. 

 A road traffic accident in Winnington has meant that damage was 
sustained to the property. 

 Drainage on Bearstone Road is still an issue. The Clerk will contact 
Shropshire Council as a follow up. 

 Road sign at Red Bull is currently in the verge, and needs reporting; 
and, the signage warning of a narrow bridge at Old Springs. 

 Road sign near the bus stop is in desperate need of repair as it is 
presenting a risk to public safety. 

 The Parish Council will issue a statement concerning the increase in 
Council Tax through the Communications Working Group, and the 
information from previous minutes of Council meetings can be 
reissued. 
 

    21/03/11 PART TWO 

  It is recommended that Council considers a resolution under Section 1 of 
  the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public 
  and representatives  of the press from the meeting during the of Item 12 
  on the grounds that matters contain sensitive information and by reason of 
  the confidential nature of the business being transacted. 
 
  Resolved: On the proposal of Cllr Vallings, seconded by Cllr Swetman 
    that the meeting enter into private session without the public 
    and press in attendance. 

 
   21/03/12 EMPLOYMENT 
 
   The Clerk provided the meeting with a verbal update in relation to staffing  
   matters. 
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   21/03/13 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 

 Resolved: the next Loggerheads Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Monday 25th April 2022, 7pm at Ashley Methodist Church 

 
 

Meeting closed at 20:52pm 
 
 

       Signed: ………………………………    CHAIR 

 
 


