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Loggerheads Parish Council 
Loggerheads Community Fire Station 
Market Drayton Road 
Loggerheads 
Market Drayton 
Shropshire 
TF9 4EZ 
 
T:    01630 673426 
W:   www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk   

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15TH AUGUST 2022 

 
In attendance: Cllrs Barber, Butterworth, Brown, Coulson, Fox, Henshaw, Hodgkins, Lee, 

Letts, Love, Roberts, Sedgley, Sheard, Swan, Swetman and Swinnerton 
 

1. To receive and consider apologies for absence 
  
 Apologies were received from Cllr Gibson (dispensation) and Hodgkins 
  
2. To note declarations of Members’ interests 
  
 There were no declarations 
  
3. To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 18th July 

2022 
  
 Resolved: The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record, 

subject to amendment regarding the Hales Club. 
  
4. Public Question Time 
 A period of 15 minutes for Members of the Public to ask questions or submit comments 
  
 There were no questions or comments from members of the public 
  
5. To note, consider and approve payments to the value of £2,381.07 as shown in the 

attached report 
  
 Resolved: That the spend of £2,381.07 be approved 
  
6. To consider S137 Grant Applications 
  
 a. Market Drayton Ramblers 
   
 Resolved: To award £100.00 towards the maintenance of Loggerheads Loop Walks 
   
 b. Turner Powis Nature Reserve 
   
 Resolved: To award £600.00 towards the rebuilding of the Nature Reserve 
   
  
7. To consider the following recommendations from the Finance Committee 
  
 a. To consider adoption of the following governance documents: - 

 Standing Orders 
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 Financial Regulations 

 Code of Conduct 

 Communications Strategy 
  
 Resolved: To either adopt or reaffirm the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations 

Code of Conduct and Communications Strategy 
  
8. To consider the following Member items: - 
  
 a. Ashley GP Surgery Ranking – Cllr Sedgley 
   
  It was noted that Ashley GP Surgery recently ranked 4 out of 89 in a recent survey 

of the best GP practices in Staffordshire. It was proposed that a letter be sent to 
the Surgery on behalf of the Chair. 

   
 b. Mucklestone Triangle – Cllr Letts 
  
  The Women’s Institute have been maintaining a patch of land which is affectedly 

known as the ‘Mucklestone Triangle since the late 1970s – the triangle is the 
section which sits opposite St. Mary’s Primary School, and adjacent to the Church. 
The meeting was asked to consider if the Parish Council would be prepared to 
take over the maintenance required on the ‘Mucklestone Triangle’ as part of its 
grounds maintenance operations. It would seem that the Triangle is currently in the 
ownership of Staffordshire County Council Highways Department, and therefore 
nothing can be decided unless the County and Parish Councils enter into a 
dialogue concerning an asset transfer. The WI is currently liaising with the County 
Council regarding the future of the Triangle. 

  
9. To receive the reports from Staffordshire County Council, Newcastle-under-Lyme 

Borough Council and Staffordshire Police 
  
 a. Staffordshire County Council1 
  
   In reference to discussions surrounding local planning matters, it was stated that 

the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan is still considered to be in date, although it 
will require certain revisions being made as and when future policies emerge from 
the Borough Council. The Parish Council must continue to rebut the opinion that 
the Neighbourhood Plan is anything other than valid. 
 
COVID continues to be an issue effecting both public and private organisations 
across the County – current known cases show 259 in Newcastle and 615 in 
Stoke, but hospitalisations are down from 300 to 120 – and it is suspected that 
these figures are effected by under reporting, but it is hoped that the new Moderna 
vaccine rollout will have an impact on the Omicron variant. To date, 90% of over 
50s are now fully vaccinated and new risk prevention and intervention methods are 
showing no deaths within care settings. A recent Ofsted report has also shown that 
vulnerable children and families continue to receive good support from the County 
Council and partners, and is helping to reduce the risk of exposure in this area. 
 
The DWP have announced an extension to the Household Support Fund which will 
be granted to County and Unitary Authorities over the Summer – one third of the 
funding must be spent on children and families; one third on pensioners; and, one 

                                                             
11 Cllr Northcott joined the meeting at 19:20pm and was permitted to provide a report by the Chair 
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third will be means tested – and Staffordshire is expected to receive £5,506,548. 
There has also been an extension to the commissioning arrangements with Beat 
the Cold and Community Foundation of Staffordshire for an extra 6-month delivery 
period of the Warmth Project. 
 
‘Apprenticeship 500’ is a programme which has been developed with partners to 
impact new apprenticeships following on from the pandemic – and has helped to 
deliver 400 apprenticeships within 205 businesses to date. The newly-developed, 
County-wide ‘Ignite’ initiative is aimed at helping young people in their final year of 
College to discover and explore entrepreneurialism – with 12,000 students across 
Staffordshire having received focused training to establish start-up businesses. 
The proportion of young people receiving Universal Credit in Staffordshire stands 
at 3.9%, a total of 2,505, which is a rise of 90 on pre-pandemic levels; and the total 
claimant rate has now fallen to 2.8%, which is well below the regional and national 
averages of 5% and 3.9% respectively. 
 
The Cabinet have approved the Digital Infrastructure Strategic Framework (DSIF) 
which outlines the vision to achieve 100% gigabit connectivity access by 2030. 
The key objectives are to enable and accelerate enhanced technology and 
infrastructure; maximise both opportunities and benefits of 5G connectivity; enable 
rural communities to get online here market intervention has failed; enable the 
growth of digital economy across Staffordshire; and, demonstrate the benefits of 
gigabit technology to businesses and communities. 
 
The Cabinet have accepted investment of £1,140,000 from the Newcastle Towns 
Deal which will be used to facilitate and deliver and extension of the Newcastle 
Enterprise Centre at Knutton. The Cabinet has also approved an additional 
£440,000 of County Council borrowing towards the Scheme. These investments 
together will deliver an extra 4,500 square feet of workshop space, and the 
borrowing will be repaid using rental income from that space, and will also be 
underwritten by the Business and Enterprise Revenue Budget. 
 
On 17 March 2022, the Cabinet approved the insourcing of Household Waste 
Recycling Centres from 30 March 2022, and received reports of the work required 
to facilitate this with 60 staff being brought in by TUPE transfer. A further report is 
scheduled for a Cabinet meeting in the Autumn to determine a 5-year plan for 
investment and maintenance improvements to deliver the most efficient network 
possible. 
 
The Staffordshire Leader’s Board held its first meeting in June, and involves all 8 
Local Authority Leaders across Staffordshire, who will be working closely to deliver 
both District and Borough objectives in a more coherent and cooperative manner. 
The Board is also liaising with Government surrounding priorities which are in line 
with the Levelling Up Agenda, and will explore a County Deal when the time is 
right.  The Leader’s Board has also constituted a Staffordshire Sustainability Board 
– an objective of the County Council’s Climate Change Action Plan 2 – which held 
its first meeting in January, and will be working on ways to transition into being a 
Net Zero County through Councils at County, District and Borough level having 
adopted a unified Vision Statement.  
 
The Financial Outturn Report for 2021/22 showed the financial position of the 
County Council to be a saving of £3.984m, a 0.7% reduction across all Portfolio 
budgets, is in line with the Council’s 2% variation on revenue and has been placed 
into earmarked reserve to ease inflation type pressures in future years. The report 
also shows an investment of £103m in Schools, Highways and Economic 
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Regeneration. 
 
Investment in Staffordshire roads is being helped through the County Council’s 
pledge of £15.5m which was raised from the sale of assets. To date, repairs have 
been carried out on 9,000 potholes and 7 major roads have been earmarked for 
total resurfacing. There have been 602 repairs, and 214 new reports. It is also 
noted that works were due to start at Blackbrook on 1st August, but this has not 
been the case even though it is still expected, and will have a significant impact on 
the way in which traffic moves for the duration of those works. 

  
 b. Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 
  
  Meetings have been held with the Planning Officer responsible for the application 

for change of use from a residential property to a children’s home, the deadline for 
comments is Friday 19th August 
 
Charity fundraiser held by the Mayor which raised £1,200 towards charities 
providing support to service people and veterans 
 
Meetings have been held in relation to Betley Farm and the number of event days 
which it can claim to have, and there since been an amendment to the application 
which will most likely see that this is approved 
 
Strategic planning consultative Committee recently discussed a potential planning 
application by Shropshire Homes for 250 properties with a proposed site of 
Mucklestone Wood Lane. 

  
 c. Staffordshire Police 
  
  PCSO Hodgkinson was unable to attend the meeting and will endeavour to supply 

a report for circulation 
  
10. To receive updates from Members having attended external meetings 
  
 The Chair provided a verbal update regarding a potential meeting involving the Parish 

Council and Shropshire Homes, and it is proposed that the meeting is held on Friday 
19th August 2022. 
 
Solicitors are exploring who is legally responsible for the Hales Club 

  
11. To consider the following planning applications: - 
 Application No: 22/00626/FUL 
 Proposal: Single storey rear and side extension and new pitched roof to 

garage 
 Location 9 Meadowside Loggerheads Market Drayton 
   
 Resolved: To make no objection or submit any comment 
   
 Application No: 22/00336/FUL 
 Proposal: Retention of timber framed summer house for use as a granny 

annexe (Amended Description) 
 Location 4 Red Bull Newcastle Road Bloreheath 
  
 Resolved: To make no objection or submit any comment 
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 Application No: 22/00369/FUL 
 Proposal: The installation of a Mobile Cabin for holiday let purposes and 8 

solar panels, erection of a 7313mm window turbine, layout parking 
space and pedestrian access together with associated works. 

 Location: Peatswood Farm Peatswood Market Drayton 
  
 Resolved: To object to the abovementioned application on the same grounds as the 

previous objection 
  
12. To note the following planning applications has been approved by NuLBC: - 
  
 Application No: 22/00458/FUL 
 Proposal: Proposed Side Extension 
 Location: 16 St Marys Road Loggerheads Market Drayton 
   
 Noted 
   
13. To note other planning related matters 
   
 Application No: 22/00553/OUT 
 Proposal: Development of up to three serviced plots for self-build and custom 

housebuilding (all matters reserved except access). 
 Location: Selbourne Pinewood Road Ashley 
   
 In consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council, and on the basis that the 

deadline for comment fell prior to any formal meeting of the Parish Council, the Clerk 
objected to this abovementioned application on the grounds of LNPG1, LNPP2 and 
LNPP3 of the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
It was noted that an almost identical application has recently been approved, and made 
specific reference to the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan being out of date; however, 
in 2021, the Head of Planning at that time assisted the Parish Council with an exercise 
which resulted in a Monitoring Report which revalidated the Neighbourhood Plan in 
September 2021. 

   
14. To note the dates of Loggerheads Parish Council meetings for September 2022: - 
  
 Planning and 

Environment 
Committee 

7pm, Monday 5th September 2022 at Loggerheads Community 
Fire Station 

   
 Finance and 

General Purposes 
Committee 

7pm, Monday 12th September 2022 at Loggerheads Community 
Fire Station 

   
 Full Council 7pm, Monday 19th September 2022 at Loggerheads Community 

Fire Station 
 


